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Summary
We study fixed-budget pure exploration settings for multi-task representation learning

(MTRL) in linear and bilinear bandits. In fixed budget MTRL linear bandit setting the goal is to
find the optimal arm of each of the tasks with high probability within a pre-specified budget.
Similarly, in a fixed budget MTRL bilinear setting the goal is to find the optimal left and right
arms of each of the tasks with high precision within the budget. In both of these MTRL settings,
the tasks share a common low-dimensional linear representation. Therefore, the goal is to
leverage this underlying structure to expedite learning and identify the optimal arm(s) of each
of the tasks with high precision.

We prove the first lower bound for the fixed-budget linear MTRL setting that takes into
account the shared structure across the tasks. Motivated from the lower bound we propose
the algorithm FB-DOE that uses a double experimental design approach to allocate samples
optimally to the arms across the tasks, and thereby first learn the shared common representation
and then identify the optimal arm(s) of each task. This is the first study on fixed-budget pure
exploration of MTRL in linear and bilinear bandits. Our results show that learning the shared
representation, jointly with allocating actions across the tasks following a double experimental
design approach, achieves a smaller probability of error than solving the tasks independently.

Contribution(s)
1. We formulate the first fixed-budget MTRL problem for the linear and bilinear bandit settings

and establish the first lower bound for the fixed-budget MTRL linear bandit setting.
Context: Previous work of MTRL setting studied fixed confidence linear (Du et al., 2023)
and bilinear bandits (Mukherjee et al., 2023b). We establish the first lower bound for the
fixed-budget MTRL in linear bandit setting and show that probability of error scales as
Ω̃(M exp(−n∆2/H2,lin log2 k)). Our bound contains the worst case hardness parameter
H2,lin instead of the true hardness parameter H1,lin. The work Du et al. (2023); Mukherjee
et al. (2023b) provides no such lower bounds for the pure exploration MTRL setting.

2. We propose a double experimental design algorithm for fixed-budget MTRL linear bandits
setting and prove a tight upper bound on the probability of error.
Context: Our proposed algorithm for fixed-budget MTRL linear bandits has the probability
of error scaling as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/H2,lin log2 k)). Therefore, the upper bound on the
probability of error of our proposed algorithm matches the lower bound with respect to the
parameters k, d, M , and worst case hardness H2,lin. Previous work (Du et al., 2023) studied
fixed confidence MTRL linear bandit setting.

3. We also extend our work to fixed-budget bilinear bandit settings and again propose a double
experimental design algorithm.
Context: Our proposed algorithm achieves a probability of error that scales as
Õ(M(exp(−n∆2)/H2,bilin log2(k1 + k2)r). Previous work (Mukherjee et al., 2023b) stud-
ied fixed confidence MTRL bilinear bandit setting. We show the first upper bound on the
probability of error in bilinear setting that has the worst case hardness parameter H2,bilin in
the bound.
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Abstract
In this paper, we study fixed-budget pure exploration settings for multi-task representa-
tion learning (MTRL) in linear and bilinear bandits. In fixed budget MTRL linear bandit
setting the goal is to find the optimal arm of each of the tasks with high probability
within a pre-specified budget. Similarly, in a fixed budget MTRL bilinear setting the goal
is to find the optimal left and right arms of each of the tasks with high precision within
the budget. In both of these MTRL settings, the tasks share a common low-dimensional
linear representation. Therefore, the goal is to leverage this underlying structure to
expedite learning and identify the optimal arm(s) of each of the tasks with high precision.
We prove the first lower bound for the fixed-budget linear MTRL setting that takes
into account the shared structure across the tasks. Motivated from the lower bound
we propose the algorithm FB-DOE that uses a double experimental design approach
to allocate samples optimally to the arms across the tasks, and thereby first learn the
shared common representation and then identify the optimal arm(s) of each task. This is
the first study on fixed-budget pure exploration of MTRL in linear and bilinear bandits.
Our results show that learning the shared representation, jointly with allocating actions
across the tasks following a double experimental design approach, achieves a smaller
probability of error than solving the tasks independently.

1 Introduction

In this paper, we study Multi-task Representation Learning (MTRL) for fixed budget pure exploration
settings in linear and bilinear bandits. Both linear and bilinear bandits are an important class of
sequential decision-making problems. The linear bandit setting shows up in a lot of real-world
settings such as news content recommendation (Li et al., 2010), ad recommendation (Chu et al.,
2011), online safe decision making (Kazerouni et al., 2017). Similarly, the bilinear bandit setting
shows up in applications that require interactions between pairs of items. For example, in a drug
discovery application, scientists may want to determine whether a particular (drug, protein) pair
interacts in the desired way (Luo et al., 2017; Jun et al., 2019). Likewise, an online dating service
might match a pair of people and gather feedback about their compatibility (Shen et al., 2023). A
clothing website’s recommendation system may suggest a pair of items (top, bottom) for a customer
based on their likelihood of matching (Reyes et al., 2021).

We focus on the multi-task representation learning setting (Bengio et al., 1990; Schaul & Schmidhuber,
2010). In many decision-making problems there exists several interrelated tasks such as treatment
planning for different diseases (Bragman et al., 2018) and content optimization for multiple websites
(Agarwal et al., 2009). Often, there exists a shared representation among these tasks, such as the
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features of drugs or the representations of website items. Therefore, we can leverage this shared
representation to accelerate learning. This area of research is called multi-task representation learning
and has recently generated a lot of attention in machine learning (Bengio et al., 2013; Li et al., 2014;
Maurer et al., 2016; Du et al., 2020; Tripuraneni et al., 2021; Du et al., 2023; Mukherjee et al., 2023b).
There are many applications of this multi-task representation learning in real-world settings. For
instance, in clinical treatment planning, we seek to determine the optimal treatments for multiple
diseases, and there may exist a low-dimensional representation common to multiple diseases. To
avoid the time-consuming process of conducting clinical trials for individual tasks and collecting
samples, we utilize the shared representation and decrease the total number of required samples.

Moreover, in many settings, it is expensive to collect samples and the learner wants to identify the
optimal arm with high precision within a pre-specified number of samples n. This is termed the fixed
budget setting (Bubeck et al., 2009; Audibert et al., 2010; Azizi et al., 2022; Lalitha et al., 2023)
and the goal of the learner is to minimize the probability of error in identifying the optimal arm(s).
Previously the Katz-Samuels et al. (2020); Yang & Tan (2021); Azizi et al. (2022) studied the setting
under a single task linear bandit setting without representation learning component. Recent work
(Du et al., 2023; Mukherjee et al., 2023b) focused on the fixed confidence setting for the MTRL
linear and bilinear bandits. Note that Carpentier & Locatelli (2016) have shown that fixed budget
setting requires a different approach than fixed confidence as the strategy that is optimal in fixed
confidence may not be achievable in fixed budget setting. Therefore, the fixed budget MTRL in linear
and bilinear bandits is an important area of study that has remained underexplored.

In particular, if we directly apply an existing approach from linear bandits, such as OD-LinBAI (Yang
& Tan, 2021) or GSE (Azizi et al., 2022), to the linear MTRL fixed budget setting, the resulting
probability of error scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/d log2 d)), where Õ(·) hides other smaller factors,
d is the dimension of the feature of the arms, and ∆ is the minimum reward gap. In this paper, for
illustration purpose, we consider OD-LinBAI as a representative algorithm for single task fixed-
budget linear bandits. Similarly, in the bilinear MTRL fixed budget setting, the probability of error
of OD-LinBAI scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/d1d2 log2 d1d2)) where d1, d2 are the dimensions of the
feature of the left and right arms, respectively. Meanwhile, the power of MTRL lies in leveraging
the underlying shared representation across tasks to expedite learning, which further reduces the
individual task learning to a low dimensional latent space. Importantly, for linear bandits the low
dimensional latent features scale with latent dimension k ≪ d; for bilinear bandits, the latent
dimensions of left and right arms k1, k2 ≪ d1, d2, and the rank of hidden parameter matrix scales as
r ≪ min{k1, k2}. The performance of OD-LinBAI suffers as it treats the task individually, and fails
to learn the shared representation and the latent features in low dimension. Hence the two questions
to ask are these:

1) Can we design a MTRL algorithm for fixed-budget pure exploration in linear bandits
whose probability of error scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/k log2 k))?
2) Can we design a MTRL algorithm for fixed-budget pure exploration in bilinear bandits
whose probability of error scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2)/(k1 + k2)r log2((k1 + k2)r))?

In this paper, we answer positively to the above questions and make the following novel contributions
to the MTRL decision-making setting:

1) We formulate the fixed-budget MTRL problem for the linear and bilinear bandit setting. To our
knowledge, this is the first work that explores MTRL for fixed-budget pure exploration in linear and
bilinear bandits.

2) We establish the first lower bound for the fixed-budget MTRL in linear bandit setting and show
that probability of error scales as Ω̃(M exp(−n∆2/H2,lin log2 k)), where H2,lin is the worst case
hardness of the problem. We leave getting a lower bound with respect to true hardness H1,lin for
future works.
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3) Motivated by the lower bound we propose the algorithm Fixed Budget Double Optimal DEsign
(abbreviated as FB-DOE) for the fixed-budget MTRL in linear bandits whose probability of error
scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/H2,lin log2 k)). Therefore, FB-DOE upperbound matches the lower
bound in the linear MTRL setting with respect to the parameters k, d, M , and H2,lin. This improves
over OD-LinBAI whose probability of error scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/H ′

2,lin log2 d)) and H ′
2,lin >

H2,lin.

4) Our algorithm FB-DOE for the fixed-budget MTRL in bilinear bandits achieves a probability
of error that scales as Õ(M(exp(−n∆2)/H2,bilin log(k1 + k2)r). This improves over OD-LinBAI
whose probability of error scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/H ′

2,bilin log2 d1d2)) and H ′
2,bilin > H2,bilin.

2 MTRL Fixed Budget Linear Bandit

In this section, we study the linear fixed-budget MTRL bandits. We first introduce the setting in
Section 2.1. Recall that our goal is to devise an algorithm for the fixed-budget linear MTRL setting.
To this effect, we first present the lower bound for fixed-budget linear MTRL bandits in Section 2.2.
Motivated by the lower bound, we then introduce the MTRL algorithm for the fixed-budget linear
bandits in Section 2.3.

2.1 Preliminaries

We now introduce the linear MTRL setting (Yang et al., 2020; 2022; Du et al., 2023). We denote
[n] = {1, 2, . . . , n}. We consider a setting with M tasks, indexed by m ∈ [M ]. Each task m consists
of a set of arms denoted by X ⊂ Rd and an unknown parameter θm,∗ ∈ Rd. For each x ∈ X ,
∥x∥2 ≤ Lx for some Lx. In the linear bandit setting, at each round t, the learner chooses an arm
xm,t ∈ X for each task m, and the expected reward is x⊤

m,tθm,∗. We assume that each θm,∗ can
be decomposed as θm,∗ = Bwm, where B ∈ Rd×k is shared across tasks, while wm ∈ Rk is
task-specific (Yang et al., 2020; 2022). Let ∥wm∥2 ≤ 1. We assume that k ≪ d, k ≥ 2 and M ≫ d,
hence B facilitates dimensionality reduction. In the context of MTRL, B is referred to as feature
extractor, while xm,t is termed as rich observations. The reward for task m ∈ [M ] at round t is:

rm,t = x⊤
m,tθm,∗ + ηm,t = x⊤

m,tBwm + ηm,t
(a)
= g⊤

m,twm + ηm,t. (1)

where ηm,t represents independent zero-mean 1-sub-Gaussian noise, and in (a), g⊤
m,t ≜ x⊤

m,tB ∈ Rk

denotes the latent feature. After the learner commits the batch of actions {xm,t : m ∈ [M ]}, they
receive the batch of rewards {rm,t : m ∈ [M ]}. The latent feature gm,t is unknown to the learner
and needs to be learnt for each task m, hence the term MTRL. Let i∗m be the optimal arm in task m
and define the gap ∆m,i=(x

⊤
i∗m

−xi)
⊤θm,∗ for i ̸= i∗m. WLOG we assume i∗m = 1. For simplicity,

we assume that the expected rewards of the arms are in descending order and that the best arm is
unique. The goal is to identify the optimal arm i∗m for each task m ∈ [M ].

2.2 Lower Bound for Linear Fixed Budget MTRL

In this section, we present the first lower bound for the fixed-budget linear MTRL setting. The key
idea is to formulate the linear MTRL linear setting as a hypothesis-testing problem. To this effect,
we first define an environment model for task m as Dm

ij consisting of A actions and J hypotheses
with true hypothesis θm

∗ = θm
i,j (ij-th column). This is shown in (2) where, each ιij is distinct and

satisfies ιij < β/4J + Γ/4N for some β > 0, N > maxm∈[M ]
kd log2 k
∆m,min

. The θm
11 is the optimal

hypothesis in Dm
11, θm

12 is the optimal hypothesis in Dm
12 and so on such that for each Dm

ij and
i ∈ [N ], j ∈ [J ] we have column (i, j) as the optimal hypothesis. This is a general hypothesis
testing setting where the functions µa(θ

m) can be thought of as linear functions of θm such that
µa(θ

m) = xm(a)⊤θm = xm(a)Biw
m
j for some i ∈ [N ] and j ∈ [J ]. Note that this environment is

different than previously studied for single-task linear bandit setting of Huang et al. (2017); Lattimore
& Szepesvári (2020) as they do not consider the shared feature extractor B and the latent parameters
wm.
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θm = B1w
m
1 B1w

m
2 B1w

m
3 . . . Biw

m
j . . . BNwm

J

µ1(θ
m) = β+Γ β+Γ−(βJ +

Γ
N ) β+Γ−( 2βJ + 2Γ

N ) . . . β+Γ−( (j−1)β
J + (i−1)Γ

N ) . . . β + Γ−( (N−1)β
J + (N−1)Γ

N )
µ2(θ

m) = ι211 ι212 ι213 . . . ι2ij . . . ι2NJ

...
...

µA(θ
m) = ιA11 ιA12 ιA13 . . . ιAij . . . ιANJ

(2)

Theorem 1. (Lower Bound) Let |Θ| = 2d and θm,∗ ∈ Θ. Then any δ-PAC policy π in the linear
MTRL setting suffers a total probability of error as Ω(exp(− Mn

log2 d ) +M exp(− n
H2,lin log2 k )) for the

environment in (2), where H2,lin = maxm∈[M ] max2≤i≤k
i

∆2
m,i

is the hardness parameter.

Discussion 1. Observe that Theorem 1 has two terms in the bound. The first term is the probability
of error in estimating the feature extractor B that increases as the number of tasks M increases and
depends on the ambient dimension d. The second term is the probability of error of misidentifying
the optimal arm in each task m. This term scales with the number of tasks M and latent dimension
k ≪ d,. The problem complexity parameter H2,lin is present in the term 2, which captures the
worst-case difficulty of identifying the optimal arm across tasks. Note that we do not get the true
hardness H1,lin = maxm∈[M ]

∑k
i=1

1
∆2

m,i
in the lower bound, and we leave this to future works.

Proof (Overview:) The proof differs from the lower bound proof techniques of Carpentier & Locatelli
(2016); Huang et al. (2017) for the structured bandit settings. We reduce our MTRL linear bandit
problem to the hypothesis testing setting and construct a worst-case environment as in (2). The key
technical novelty lies in constructing the worst-case environment in (2), which jointly scales with the
number of tasks and the latent parameter wm, whereas (Huang et al., 2017; Mukherjee et al., 2022)
only consider a single-task setting. The proof is given in Appendix A.2.

2.3 Proposed Algorithm FB-DOE

We now present our algorithm for the fixed-budget linear MTRL setting. The Theorem 1 shows that
an optimal agnostic algorithm should first estimate the shared feature extractor B and then estimate
the optimal arm per task. Moreover, the budget n must carefully be divided to reach the optimal rate
with respect to k, d, and M . Motivated by this we propose the FB-DOE, which is a phase-based,
two-stage arm elimination algorithm. Recall that in the fixed budget setting the budget n is given. So
we divide the algorithm into two stages. The first stage consists of n/2 rounds, where the FB-DOE
estimates the feature extractor B̂n. Then the second stage consists of another n/2 rounds, where the
FB-DOE eliminates sub-optimal arms in each task m and finally outputs the estimated optimal arm
î∗m for each task m. Now we discuss each stage of FB-DOE.

2.3.1 Stage 1: Estimating B

In the first stage, FB-DOE leverages the batch of rewards {rm,t : m ∈ [M ]} at every round t from
M tasks to learn the feature extractor B. To this end, FB-DOE first solves the E-optimal design in
line 2 of Algorithm 1 in Appendix A.1. Note that E-optimal design minimizes the spectral norm of
the inverse of the sample covariance matrix and is therefore the most suited strategy at the subspace
recovery stage. For each task m, FB-DOE samples each arm x(i) for ⌈τEmbE

x (i)⌉ times, where
τEm = n/2M, bE

x (i) is the allocation proportion of E-optimal design on x(i). With slight abuse
of notation, we let rm,t(i) be the reward observed for the t-th pull of arm x(i). It then builds an
estimator Ẑn for the average hidden parameter Z∗ := 1

M

∑M
m=1 θm,∗θ

⊤
m,∗ as follows:

Ẑn=
2

Mn

M∑
m=1

θ̂mθ̂⊤
m−

( τE
m∑

t=1

xm,tx
⊤
m,t

)−1

, θ̂m=

( τE
m∑

t=1

xm,tx
⊤
m,t

)−1 τE
m∑

t=1

xm,trm,t (3)
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where θ̂m ∈ Rd serves as an estimator for θm,∗. Next, it performs SVD decomposition on Ẑn, and
let the top-k left singular vectors of Ẑn be B̂n, which serves as the estimator for the feature extractor
B. This is shown in lines 3-5 of the pseudocode in Algorithm 1 in Appendix A.1.

2.3.2 Stage 2: Per task arm elimination
In the second stage, FB-DOE aims to identify the optimal arm in each task m by reducing the original
d-dimensional linear bandits to a lower k-dimension problem. This is done as follows: For each task
m, define the dimension-reduced arm set Gm as Gm = {g̃m = B̂⊤

nx,∀x ∈ X}. Note that g̃m ∈ Rk

and so we have reduced the original d-dimensional linear bandits to k-dimensional linear bandits for
each task m. This step critically sets us apart from standard linear fixed-budget works (Yang & Tan,
2021; Azizi et al., 2022). Then FB-DOE runs the G-optimal design similar to OD-LinBAI. We use
G-optimal design in this stage, as it minimizes the maximum prediction error for feature vectors. In
particular, FB-DOE partitions the remaining n/2 rounds into ⌈log2 k⌉ phases. It then maintains an
active arm set Gm,ℓ in each phase ℓ = 1, 2, . . . , ⌈log2 k⌉. The length of each phase roughly equals
nm(k), defined as

nm(k)=

n
2M −min(A,

k(k+1)
2 )−

∑⌈log2 k⌉−1

ℓ=1

⌈
k
2ℓ

⌉
⌈log2 k⌉ . (4)

We use nm(k) to signify that phase length depends on the latent dimension k. Motivated by the
equivalence of the original arm vectors and the dimension-reduced arm vectors, at the beginning of
each phase ℓ, FB-DOE computes a set of dimension-reduced arm vectors {g̃m,ℓ(i) : i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1} ⊂
Rkm,ℓ that spans the km,ℓ-dimensional Euclidean space Rkm,ℓ . This can be implemented based on
the arm vectors of the last phase {g̃m,ℓ−1(i) : i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1} in an iterative manner (see lines 9-14 of
Algorithm 1 in Appendix A.1).

Finally, FB-DOE finds a G-optimal design bG
m,ℓ for each task m in phase ℓ with the current dimension-

reduced arm vectors, with a restriction on the cardinality of the support when ℓ = 1. FB-DOE then
pulls each arm in Gm,ℓ−1 according to bG

m,ℓ. Specifically, it samples each arm i ∈ G̃m,ℓ−1 exactly
Nm,ℓ(i) = ⌈bG

m,ℓ(i) ·nm(k)⌉ times, where nm(k) is defined in (4). This step stands in sharp contrast
to prior fixed-confidence MTRL algorithm (Du et al., 2023), as the low dimensional elimination per
task in every phase must be done carefully to reach the exponentially low probability of error (see
lines 9-18 of Algorithm 1 in Appendix A.1).

Note that the support of the G-optimal design bG
m,ℓ must span Rkm,ℓ by Lemma A.1. Therefore, the

ordinary least-square (OLS) estimator can be applied to estimate wm (Line 21 of Algorithm 1 in
Appendix A.1). Then for each arm i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1, an estimate of the expected reward is derived using
only the observed rewards in that phase. At the end of each phase ℓ, FB-DOE eliminates a subset
of possibly sub-optimal arms for each task m. In particular, |Gm,0| − ⌈k/2⌉ arms are eliminated
in the first phase, and about half of the active arms are eliminated in each of the following phases.
Eventually, there is only a single arm î∗m in the active set for each task m, which is the output of
FB-DOE. The full pseudo-code is given in Algorithm 1. We further discuss rounding procedures in
Remark A.18 and additional insights on algorithm in Remark A.19.

2.4 Probability of error

In this section, we analyze FB-DOE and bound the probability of error in identifying the optimal arm
i∗m for each task m ∈ [M ]. We first state assumptions required for our main results on linear setting.

Assumption 2.1. (Diverse Tasks) We assume that σmin(
1
M

∑M
m=1 wmw⊤

m) ≥ c0
k , for some c0 > 0.

This assumption ensures that the parameters w1, . . . ,wM are well-distributed in all directions of Rk,
which is necessary for recovering the feature extractor B (Yang et al., 2020; 2022; Du et al., 2023).

Assumption 2.2. (Eigenvalue of G-optimal Design Matrix) For any task m ∈ [M ],
σmin(

∑
i b

G
m(i)B⊤x(i)x(i)⊤B) ≥ ω for some constant ω > 0.

This assumption ensures that the covariance matrix
∑

i b
G
m(i)B⊤x(i)x(i)⊤B under the optimal

sample allocation in the second stage is invertible, which is necessary for estimating wm.
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Algorithm 1 Fixed Budget Double Optimal Design (FB-DOE) for Linear Bandits

1: Input: time budget n, arm set X ⊂ Rd.
2: Let E-optimal design be bE

x =argminb∈△X

∥∥(∑i b(i)x x⊤)−1
∥∥. Set τE

m = n
2M

.
3: Stage 1 (Feature Recovery): Pull arm x(i) ∈ X exactly ⌈bE

x (i)τ
E
m⌉ times for each task m and observe

rewards {rm,t}τ
E
m

t=1.
4: Compute Ẑn using (3). Let B̂n be the top-k left singular vectors of Ẑn.
5: Build g̃m(i) = x(i)⊤B̂n for all x(i) ∈ X for each m ∈ [M ]. Denote the set Gm containing g̃m.
6: Initialize tm,0 = 1,Gm,0 ← Gm and km,0 = k. For each arm g̃m(i) ∈ Gm,0, set g̃m,0(i) = g̃m(i).

Calculate nm(k) using (4).
7: Stage 2 (Low dimensional elimination)
8: for ℓ = 1 to ⌈log2 k⌉ do
9: Set km,ℓ = dim (span ({g̃m,ℓ−1(i) : i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1})).

10: if km,ℓ = km,ℓ−1 then
11: For each arm i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1, set g̃m,ℓ(i) = g̃m,ℓ−1(i).
12: else
13: Find matrix Hm,ℓ ∈ Rkm,ℓ−1×km,ℓ whose columns form an orthonormal basis of the subspace

spanned by {g̃m,ℓ−1(i) : i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1}. For each arm i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1, set g̃m,ℓ(i) = H⊤
m,ℓg̃m,ℓ−1(i)

14: end if
15: if ℓ = 1 then
16: Find a G-optimal design bG

m,ℓ : {g̃m,ℓ(i) : i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1} → [0, 1] with
∣∣Supp (bG

m,ℓ

)∣∣ ≤ k(k+1)
2

.
17: else
18: Find a G-optimal design bG

m,ℓ : {g̃m,ℓ(i) : i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1} → [0, 1].
19: end if
20: Set Nm,ℓ(i) =

⌈
bG
m,ℓ (g̃m,ℓ(i)) · nm(k)

⌉
and Nm,ℓ =

∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

Nm,ℓ(i). Choose each arm i ∈
Gm,ℓ−1 in each task m exactly Nm,ℓ(i) times.

21: Calculate the OLS estimator for each task m:

ŵm,ℓ = Σ−1
m,ℓ

tm,ℓ+Tm,ℓ−1∑
t=tm,ℓ

g̃m (At) rm,t with Σm,ℓ =
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1

Nm,ℓ(i)g̃m,ℓ(i)g̃m,ℓ(i)
⊤

22: Set θ̂m = B̂ŵm for each task m. For each arm i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1, estimate the expected reward: µ̂m,ℓ(i) =

⟨θ̂m,ℓ,xm(i)⟩.
23: Let Gm,ℓ be the set of ⌈k/2ℓ⌉ arms in Gm,ℓ−1 with the largest estimates of the expected rewards.
24: Set tm,ℓ+1 = tm,ℓ +Nm,ℓ.
25: end for

Let Õω,Lx
(·) hide problem dependent factors ω and Lx. Then under Assumption 2.1 and Assump-

tion 2.2, we have the following guarantee for FB-DOE in the MTRL linear bandit setting.

Theorem 2. (informal) Define ∆ = minm mini∈X ∆m,i and H2, lin = maxm∈[M ] max2≤i≤k
i

∆2
m,i

.

If Mn ≥ ⌈L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2∆2 ⌉, then the total probability of error of Algorithm 1 is given by

Õω,Lx
(exp(−Mn

log2 d ) +M exp(− n
H2, lin log2 k )).

Discussion 2. We have two terms in the bound of Theorem 2. The first term is the probability
of error in estimating the feature extractor B. Observe that as the number of tasks M increases,
the first term decays faster, indicating that FB-DOE has a better estimation of the feature extractor
B. The second term is the probability of error that FB-DOE suffers in misidentifying the optimal
arm in each task m. Observe that the second term scales with the number of tasks M and low
dimension k ≪ d, as FB-DOE runs an individual G-optimal design for each task in lower dimension
k. The problem complexity parameter H2,lin is present in the term 2, which captures the worst-case
difficulty of identifying the optimal arm across tasks. Note that this improves upon the bound of linear
OD-LinBAI which scales as Õ(M exp(− n

log2 dH′
2, lin

)), where H ′
2, lin = maxm∈[M ] max2≤i≤d

i
∆2

m,i

and H ′
2, lin > H2, lin . We further discuss the bounds in Remark A.20 and theoretical comparison

in Remark A.21. Also, observe that the condition Mn ≥ ⌈L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2∆2 ⌉ depends on the
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number of tasks and the given budget n. If budget n is small, a large number of tasks M can ensure
the condition of Theorem 2 is satisfied, and it speeds up learning of shared representation across the
tasks.

We remark that the upper bound on the probability of error in Theorem 2 matches the lower bound
in Theorem 1 with respect to the parameters k, d, M and H2mlin. However, note that H2, lin ≤
H1, lin = maxm∈[M ]

∑k
i=1

1
∆2

m,i
≤ H2, lin log2 k. We leave getting a lower bound with true problem-

dependent parameter H1, lin for future works.

Proof (Overview): We divide the proof into three steps. In step 1 we bound the estimation error of
the average estimator Ẑn. In step 2 we analyze the estimation error for feature extractor B. Finally in
step 3 we bound the probability of wrongly eliminating optimal arm in low dimension.

Step 1 (Estimation of average parameter, Stage 1): In the first stage FB-DOE builds the estimator
Ẑn for the average parameter Z∗ = 1

M

∑M
m=1 θ∗,mθ⊤

∗,m. We modify the proof technique of Du et al.
(2023), and show in Lemma A.6 of Appendix A.3 that the total probability of error in the first stage
is given by

(
C(ρE)2d2

√
Mn

exp
(
−Mn

2

))
. Here, ρE is the optimization value of the E-optimal design in

line 2 of Algorithm 1. Since the tasks share the same arm set X , the ρE = ρEm for any m ∈ [M ].
Observe that as the number of tasks M increases, the FB-DOE has better estimates of Z∗.

Step 2 (Estimation of feature extractor, Stage 1): Now using the estimator in (3) we get a good
estimation of the feature extractor B. Let B̂n be the top-k left singular vectors of Ẑn. Then
using the Davis-Kahan sin θ Theorem (Bhatia, 2013) in Lemma A.9, we have ∥(B̂⊥

n )
⊤B∥ ≤

Õ
(
ρE
(

2ckd√
Mn

exp
(
−Mn

2

) ))
. Recall that for task m, Gm consists of all latent arms g̃m(i) = B̂⊤

nx(i)

for each x(i) ∈ X . Then we prove that σmin(
∑

g̃m(i)∈Gm
bG
m(i)g̃m(i)g̃m(i)⊤) > 0 (Lemma A.10),

which guarantees that the G-optimal design in stage 2 is valid. Next, Lemma A.12 states that the
feature estimation error is low, such that for any task m ∈ [M ] and g̃m(j) ∈ Gm, ∥g̃m(j)∥2

Σ−1
m,ℓ

≤

∥gm(j)∥2
Σ−1

m,ℓ

+
cL4

x

kω2 exp(−Mn) for some constant c > 0. Finally using Lemma A.13, we show

that the parameter estimation error is also low with the estimated feature g̃m(j). We remark that in
all these steps the key challenge lies in deriving an exponentially decaying error bound under the
budget n (Lemma A.10, Lemma A.12), which requires a significantly different analysis than the
arguments in Du et al. (2023); Yang et al. (2020; 2022)—they only apply for fixed confidence or
regret minimization setting.

Step 3 (Elimination in low dimension): In the final step we bound the probability of error in
outputting i∗m for individual tasks. Our key technical novelty lies in controlling the probability of
error for each task m even with the noisy latent features in low dimension Rk. Additionally, we have
to account for feature and parameter estimation error for Mn > ⌈L4

xk
2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

ω2∆2 ⌉, which is
not studied in Yang & Tan (2021). In Lemma A.14 we show that indeed the total budget used is at
most n. Then in Lemma A.16, Lemma A.17 we ensure that the best arm i∗m is eliminated in phase ℓ
with an exponentially small probability with the right complexity parameter H2, lin appearing in the
bound. This parameter does not show up in the fixed confidence analysis of Du et al. (2023). We
combine all steps to get the final claim in Theorem 2.

Technical challenge: Our key technical is to combine the proof technique of Du et al. (2023)
with that of Yang & Tan (2021) to derive the upper bound. In the first stage, we derive the high
confidence bounds that are exponentially decaying with budget n where we modify Lemma C.3
of Du et al. (2023) to take into account the fixed sample size of our phase (i.e n/2 rounds). This
leads to a new estimation of the feature extractor B in Lemma A.9, and then for a sufficiently large
Mn > ⌈L4

xk
2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

ω2∆2 ⌉ we have a non-vacuous solution to the G-optimal design in stage 2.
These are shown in Lemma A.6-Lemma A.13. In the second stage, our technical novelty lies in
controlling the probability of error for the noisy latent features in low-dimensional multi-task linear
bandits. This is shown in Lemma A.14, Lemma A.16, and Lemma A.17. Note that this approach
differs from the existing art of fixed budget linear bandit settings (Katz-Samuels et al., 2020; Yang
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& Tan, 2021; Azizi et al., 2022) and significantly different than the fixed confidence linear bandit
proofs in (Soare et al., 2014; Mason et al., 2021; Degenne & Koolen, 2019). This is because these
works do not study the multi-task setting and therefore do not need to control the noisy latent feature
estimation error in the bounds.

3 MTRL Fixed Budget Bilinear Bandit

In this section, we present the algorithm for the fixed-budget bilinear bandit setting. Similar as the
linear MTRL setting, again we show that a double experimental design approach will lead to a lower
probability of error than solving the tasks individually.

3.1 Preliminaries of MTRL for bilinear bandits

In the MTRL bilinear bandit setting, we again consider a scenario with M tasks, indexed as m = [M ].
Each task is associated with a hidden parameter Θm,∗ ∈ Rd1×d2 . In the bilinear bandit setting,
different from the conventional linear bandit framework, each task consists of left and right arm sets
denoted by X ⊂ Rd1 and Z ⊂ Rd2 respectively. So the learner observes a pair of arms denoted by
xm,t ∈ X and zm,t ∈ Z for each task m in each round t. The interaction of this arm pair with the
hidden parameter, Θm,∗ ∈ Rd1×d2 , produces noisy feedback (reward) rm,t = x⊤

m,tΘm,∗zm,t+ηm,t.
The term ηm,t represents independent zero-mean 1-sub-Gaussian noise.

Following the setting of Mukherjee et al. (2023b), we assume that each Θm,∗ can be decomposed
as Θm,∗ = B1Sm,∗B

⊤
2 , where B1 ∈ Rd1×k1 and B2 ∈ Rd2×k2 are shared across tasks, while

Sm,∗ ∈ Rk1×k2 is task-specific. We assume that k1, k2 ≪ d1, d2, and k1, k2 ≥ 2 as well as
M ≫ d1, d2. Thus, B1 and B2 serve as means of dimension reduction. Additionally, we assume
each Sm,∗ has rank r ≪ min{k1, k2}. In the context of MTRL, B1 and B2 are referred to as feature
extractors, while xm,t and zm,t are termed rich observations. The reward for task m ∈ [M ] at round
t is:

rm,t = x⊤
m,tΘm,∗zm,t + ηm,t = x⊤

m,tB1Sm,∗B
⊤
2 zm,t + ηm,t

(a)
= g⊤

m,tSm,∗vm,t + ηm,t. (5)

where, (a) follows as g⊤
m,t ≜ x⊤

m,tB1 and vm,t ≜ B⊤
2 zm,t. Similar to the learning procedure in

Yang et al. (2020; 2022), at each round t ∈ [n], the learner chooses left and right actions xm,t ∈ X
and zm,t ∈ Z for each task m ∈ [M ]. After committing the batch of actions {xm,t, zm,t : m ∈ [M ]},
the learner receives the batch of rewards {rm,t : m ∈ [M ]}. Furthermore, in (5), we refer gm,t ∈ Rk1

and vm,t ∈ Rk2 as the latent features. Both gm,t and vm,t are unknown to the learner and need
to be learned for each task m. WLOG let i∗m = 1 be the optimal arm in task m and define gap
∆m,i = (x⊤

i∗m
Θm,∗zi∗m−x

⊤
i Θm,∗zi) for i ̸= i∗m. Let ∥x∥, ∥z∥ ≤ Lx, ∥Sm,∗∥F ≤ 1. Again, for

simplicity we assume that the expected rewards of the arms are in descending order and the best arm
is unique. Let Sr be the minimum eigenvalue of Θm,∗ for any m ∈ [M ].

3.2 Proposed algorithm: extension of FB-DOE

We now present an extension of FB-DOE to the bilinear bandit setting. The FB-DOE is a phase-based,
three-stage arm elimination algorithm. The key difference from the linear bandit setting is that we
need to have an extra stage to estimate the task-specific parameter Sm,∗. Specifically, the algorithm
divides the fixed budget n into three stages. The first stage consists of n/3 rounds where FB-DOE
estimates the left and the right feature extractors B1 and B2. The second stage consists of another
n/3 rounds where FB-DOE aims to estimate the parameter Sm,∗ for each task m. The third stage
consists of the last n/3 rounds. Here FB-DOE eliminates sub-optimal arms in each task m and finally
outputs the estimated optimal arm î∗m for each task m. The full pseudo-code is given in Algorithm 2
in Appendix A.1. Now we discuss individual stages of FB-DOE.
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3.2.1 Stage 1: Estimating B1 and B2

FB-DOE first leverages the batch of rewards {rm,t : m ∈ [M ]} at every round t from M tasks to
learn the feature extractors B1 and B2. To do this, FB-DOE first vectorizes arms x ∈ X , z ∈ Z into
a new vector w = vec(x; z) ∈ W and define wm,t = vec(xm,t; zm,t). The FB-DOE then solves
the E-optimal design in line 2 of Algorithm 2. For each task m, FB-DOE samples each w(i) ∈ W
for ⌈τEbE

w(i)⌉ times, where τEm = n/3M and bE
w(i) is the allocation of E-optimal design on w(i).

Then it builds the estimator Ẑn for the average parameters Z∗ = 1
M

∑M
m=1 θm,∗θ

⊤
m,∗ as follows,

where θm,∗ ∈ Rd1d2 is the vector of Θm,∗:

Ẑn=
3

Mn

M∑
m=1

τE
m∑

t=1

θ̂mθ̂⊤
m−(

τE
m∑

t=1

wm,tw
⊤
m,t)

−1, θ̂m = (

τE
m∑

t=1

wm,tw
⊤
m,t)

−1

τE
m∑

t=1

wm,trm,t (6)

where θ̂m ∈ Rd1d2 is an estimator for θm,∗. Then it performs SVD decomposition on Ẑn, and let
B̂1,n, B̂2,n be the top-k1 left and top-k2 right singular vectors of Ẑn, respectively, which are the
estimations of the feature extractors B1 and B2. This is shown in lines 3-6 of Algorithm 2.

3.2.2 Stage 2: Estimating per task Sm,∗

In the second stage of phase ℓ, the goal is to recover the hidden parameter Sm,∗ for each task m.
FB-DOE proceeds as follows: First, let g̃m = x⊤B̂1,n and ṽm = z⊤B̂2,n be the latent left and right
arm respectively for each m. Then FB-DOE defines the vector w̃m = vec(g̃m; ṽm) ∈ W̃m and then
solves the E-optimal design in line 7 of Algorithm 2. For each task m, it then samples the latent arm
w̃ ∈ W̃m for ⌈τ̃EmbE

m,w̃⌉ times, where τ̃Em := n
3M and bE

m,w̃ is the solution to E-optimal design on

w̃. Then it builds an estimator Ŝm,n for each task m in line 9 as follows:

Ŝm,n = argmin
Θ∈Rk1×k2

Ln(Θ) + λn∥Θ∥nuc, Ln(Θ) =

τE
m∑

t=1

(
rm,t − ⟨g̃m,tṽ

⊤
m,t,Θ⟩

)2
. (7)

Once FB-DOE recovers the Ŝm,n for each task m, it reduces the d1d2 bilinear bandit to a k1k2
dimension bilinear bandit where the left and right arms are g̃m(i) ∈ Rk1 , ṽm(i) ∈ Rk2 respectively
for each x(i) ∈ X and z(i) ∈ Z .

3.2.3 Stage 3: Rotated arm elimination per task
In the third stage, for each task m, FB-DOE defines the rotated arm set Gm for these k1k2 di-
mensional bilinear bandits. Consider the SVD of Ŝm,n = Ûm,nD̂m,nV̂

⊤
m,n. Define Ĥm,n =

[Ûm,nÛ
⊥
m,n]

⊤Ŝm,n[V̂m,nV̂
⊥
m,n] where Û⊥

m,n and V̂⊥
m,n are the complementary subspaces of Ûm,n

and V̂m,n respectively. Then define the vectorized arm set so that the last (k1 − r) · (k2 − r)
components are from the complementary subspaces as:

Gm =
{[
vec

(
g̃m,1:rṽ

⊤
m,1:r

)
;vec

(
g̃m,r+1:k1

ṽ⊤
m,1:r

)
;

vec
(
g̃m,1:rṽ

⊤
m,r+1:k2

)
;vec

(
g̃m,r+1:k1

ṽ⊤
m,r+1:k2

)]}
ŝm,n,1:k̃ = [vec(Ĥm,n,1:r,1:r);vec(Ĥm,n,r+1:k1,1:r);

vec(Ĥm,n,1:r,r+1:k2)],

ŝm,n,k̃+1:k1k2
= vec(Ĥm,n,r+1:k1,r+1:k2

). (8)

where k̃ = (k1 + k2)r is the dimension of the rotated arm set. This is shown in line 9 of Algorithm 2.
Now we implement a phase-based G-optimal design (like OD-LinBAI) where in the first phase ℓ = 0
we construct a per-task optimal design for the rotated arm set Gm,0. Recall that to minimize the
probability of error for the m-th bilinear bandit we need to sample according to G-optimal design:

bG
m,ℓ=argmin

b
max

g∈G
m,ℓ

∥g∥2(∑i b(i)g(i) g(i)⊤+Λm,ℓ)−1 . (9)
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Here Λm,ℓ is a positive definite diagonal matrix defined as:

Λm,ℓ = diag[λ, . . . , λ︸ ︷︷ ︸
k̃

, λ⊥
ℓ , . . . , λ

⊥
ℓ︸ ︷︷ ︸

k1k2−k̃

] (10)

where, λ⊥
ℓ := n/24k̃ log(1 + n/3λ) ≫ λ. Then FB-DOE runs G-optimal design on the arm set

Gm,ℓ following the (9) and then samples each w ∈ Gm,ℓ for Nm,ℓ(i) = ⌈bG
wm,ℓ (i) · nm(k̃)⌉ times

where bG
m,ℓ is the solution to the G-optimal design, defined in step 19-23 of Algorithm 2. At the ℓ-th

phase of stage 3, sample the actions according to the G-optimal design similar to Algorithm 1. This
is shown in steps 11-30. The only difference with Algorithm 1 is the estimator ŝm,ℓ ∈ Rk1k2 . Then
for each task m we can just use the observations from this phase to build the estimator ŝm,ℓ as shown
in (11). Finally, FB-DOE eliminates the sub-optimal arms using the estimator ŝm,ℓ, and builds the
next phase active set Gm,ℓ and stops when ℓ = ⌈log2 k̃⌉.

3.3 Probability of Error

In this section, we analyze FB-DOE for the bilinear bandits and bound the total probability of error
in outputting the optimal arm i∗m for each task m ∈ [M ]. We first state our assumptions.

Assumption 3.1. (Diverse tasks) We assume that σmin(
1
M

∑M
m=1 Sm,∗) ≥ c0Sr

k1k2
, for some c0 > 0

where Sr is the r-th largest singular value of Θm,∗

This ensures the possibility of recovering the feature extractors B1 and B2 shared across tasks (Yang
et al., 2020; 2022; Mukherjee et al., 2023b).

Assumption 3.2. (Eigenvalue of E-optimal design matrix) For the arm sets X ,Z we have
σmin(

∑
i b

E
w(i)B⊤

1 x(i)x(i)
⊤B1) ≥ ω, σmin(

∑
i b

E
w(i)B⊤

2 z(i)z(i)
⊤B2) ≥ ω for constant ω > 0.

Assumption 3.3. (Eigenvalue of G-optimal design matrix) There exists a constant ω >
0 such that for each task m ∈ [M ], σmin(

∑
i b

G
m(i)U⊤

mg(i)g(i)⊤Um) ≥ ω, and
σmin(

∑
i b

G
m(i)V⊤

mv(i)v(i)⊤Vm) ≥ ω.

Assumption 3.2 and Assumption 3.3 ensures that the covariance matrix in second and third stage is
invertible under the E and G-optimal design, respectively. Then under Assumptions 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3,
we have the following probability of error for FB-DOE in bilinear bandit setting.

Theorem 3. Define ∆ = minm mini∈X ,Z ∆m,i and H2, bilin = maxm∈[M ] max2≤i≤(k1+k2)r
i

∆2
m,i

.

If Mn ≥ ⌈ (d1d2)
2(k1k2)

2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)
S2
rω

2∆2 ⌉, then the total probability of error of Algorithm 2 is given

by Õω,Lx,Sr

(
exp(− Mn

log2 d1d2
) +M exp( −n

log2(k1+k2)
) +M exp(− n

H2, bilin log2(k1+k2)r
)
)
.

Discussion 2. We have three terms in the bound of Theorem 3 . The first term is the probability
of error in estimating the feature extractors B1 and B2. Observe that as the number of tasks M
increases, the first term decays faster, indicating that FB-DOE has a better estimate of the feature
extractors. The second term is the probability of error that FB-DOE suffers in estimating the hidden
parameter Sm,∗ for each task m. This term scales with M and (k1 + k2). Finally, the third term
is the probability of error of mis-identifying the optimal left and right arm in each task m. The
third term scales with the number of tasks M and rotated low dimension (k1 + k2)r ≪ d1, d2 since
FB-DOE runs an individual G-optimal design for each task in lower dimension (k1 + k2)r. The
problem complexity parameter H2,bilin is present in term 3, which captures the worst-case difficulty
of identifying the optimal left and right arm in each task. This improves upon the bound of bilinear
OD-LinBAI which scales as Õ(M exp(− n

H′
2, bilin log2 d1d2

)) where H ′
2, bilin =maxm max

2≤i≤d1d2

i
∆2

m,i

and H ′
2, bilin > H2, bilin . We further discuss the bounds in Remark A.40.

Proof (Overview): The proof here follows similar arguments as that of the linear setting (Theorem 2),
although more involved due to the bilinear structure. In particular, the proof now consists of four
steps. In step 1 we again bound the error of the estimator Ẑn. In step 2 we analyze the estimation
error of feature extractors B1 and B2, as well as left and right latent features. In step 3 we bound the
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error of estimator Ŝm,n for each task m, and further bound the estimation error of latent left and right
features which now scale with k̃. Finally, in step 4 we bound the probability of wrongly eliminating
optimal arm in low dimension.

Step 1 (Estimation of average parameter, Stage 1): Note that FB-DOE builds the average estimator
Ẑn for the quantity Z∗ = 1

M

∑M
m=1 θm,∗θ

⊤
m,∗. We show that the total probability of error in

first stage is given by (C(ρE)2d2

√
Mn

exp(−Mn
2 )) in Lemma A.22 in Appendix A.4. Here, ρE is the

optimization value of the E-optimal design in line 2. We modify the proof technique Mukherjee et al.
(2023b) to account for the fixed budget setting.

Step 2 (Estimation of feature extractors, Stage 1): Now using the estimator Ẑn in (6) we obtain esti-
mators B̂1,n and B̂2,n for the feature extractors B1 and B2, respectively. Then again using the Davis-
Kahan sin θ Theorem (Bhatia, 2013), we bound the estimation error of B̂1,n and B̂2,n in Lemma A.24,
and Lemma A.25. Let g̃m(i) = B̂⊤

1,nx(i) for each x(i) ∈ X and ṽm(i) = B̂⊤
2,nz(i) for each z(i) ∈

Z for task m. Let w̃m(i) = vec(x̃(i); z̃(i)). Then we show that σmin(
∑

w̃(i) b
E
m(i)w̃(i)w̃(i)⊤) > 0

in Lemma A.26. This ensures that the E-optimal design in stage 2 is feasible and not vacuous. In
Lemma A.27, we prove that the feature estimation error is low such that for each task m ∈ [M ] and
any g̃m(j) ∈ G̃m, ∥g̃m(j)∥2Σ−1

m,ℓ
≤ ∥g(j)∥2Σ−1

m,ℓ
+

cL4
x

S2
rk1k2ω2 exp(−Mn) for some constant c > 0.

A similar result holds for ṽm(j) ∈ Vm for each task m. In all these steps the key novelty lies in
establishing an exponentially decaying error bound under the budget n.

Step 3 (Estimation of Sm,∗, Stage 2): Using the estimator in (21) we get a good estimation of
the Sm,∗ for sufficiently large n. The key novelty in this step is to use Restricted String Convexity
and Theorem 15 of Lu et al. (2021) to derive the exponentially decaying bound with the right
dependence on k1, k2. Let the SVD of Ŝm,n = Ûm,nD̂m,nV̂

⊤
m,n. Again using the Davis-Kahan

sin θ Theorem, we show in Lemma A.32, A.33 that we have good estimators Ûm,n and V̂m,n.
FB-DOE then rotates the arms following (8). Let g

m
(i) = Û⊤

m,nx(i) for each g̃m(i) ∈ Gm and

vm(i) = V̂⊤
m,nz(i) for each ṽm(i) ∈ Vm for task m. Then we ensure in Lemma A.36 that

σmin(
∑

i∈Gm
bG
m(i)g̃m(i)g̃m(i)⊤) > 0. This ensures that the G-optimal design in stage 3 is valid.

In Lemma A.37, we ensure that for any task m ∈ [M ], the estimation error of each g̃m(j) ∈ Gm

decays exponentially. A similar result holds for ṽj ∈ Vm for each task m. Finally using Lemma A.38
we ensure that the estimation error is also low with the estimated features g̃m(j) and ṽm(j). Note
that in all these steps the key novelty lies in deriving an exponentially decaying error bound under
budget n with the right complexity parameter H2, bilin appearing in the bound. This parameter does
not show up in the fixed confidence analysis of Mukherjee et al. (2023a).

Step 4 (Elimination in low dimension): In the final step we follow the same steps as in step 3 of the
proof of Theorem 2 for the rotated arm set Gm (see line 10) for each task m. The final result follows
by combining all the steps.

We leave proving the lower bound for fixed budget bilinear bandit setting to future works.

4 Experiments

In this section, we show two synthetic proof-of-concept experiments for MTRL linear and bilinear
bandit settings and one-real world linear MTRL experiment on Nectar Dataset (Zhu et al., 2023).

In the MTRL linear bandit experiments (synthetic and Nectar), we compare against the OD-LinBAI
(Yang & Tan, 2021). Figure 1a and Figure 1c show that FB-DOE achieves a lower probability of
error than the OD-LinBAI with an increasing number of tasks. Note that the real-world experiment
does not follow the linear MTRL Assumption 2.1, 2.2. In the MTRL bilinear bandit experiment, we
compare against the fixed budget OD-LinBAI algorithm as there is no existing fixed budget algorithm
for bilinear bandits. From Figure 1b, we see that FB-DOE achieves a lower probability of error than



Reinforcement Learning Journal 2025

(a) Linear setting (b) Bilinear setting (c) Nectar Dataset
Figure 1: Probability error with increasing task numbers.

OD-LinBAI with an increasing number of tasks. We defer a fuller description of the experimental
setup to Appendix A.5.

5 Conclusions and Future Directions

In this paper, we formulate the first fixed budget pure exploration (bi)linear MTRL setting. We
propose the first double and triple optimal design based algorithms for the fixed budget (bi)linear
bandit setting. We show that our proposed algorithm FB-DOE in linear bandit setting achieves a
probability of error scaling as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/k log2 k)), which improves upon OD-LinBAI error
of Õ(M exp(−n∆2/d log2 d)). Similarly, in the bilinear bandits, FB-DOE achieves a probability of
error scaling as Õ(M(exp(−n∆2/(k1 + k2)r log2(k1 + k2)r)), which improves upon OD-LinBAI
error of Õ(M exp(−n∆2/d1d2 log2 d1d2)). We also provide the first probability of error lower
bound for the linear fixed budget MTRL setting and show that FB-DOE probability of error upper
bound matches the lower bound with respect to k, d,M and worst case hardness paramater H2,lin.
In the future, we wish to extend our results to other structured bandit settings (Degenne & Koolen,
2019; Tirinzoni et al., 2020).
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A Appendix

The G-optimal design (Pukelsheim, 2006; Fedorov, 2010) problem aims at finding a probability
distribution b : {x(i) : i ∈ [A]} → [0, 1] that minimises

g(bG) = max
i∈[A]

∥x(i)∥2V(bG)−1

where V(b) =
∑

i∈[A] b(i)x(i)x(i)
⊤. Then the following lemma states the existence of a small-

support G-optimal design and the minimum value of g.

Lemma A.1. 1 (Restatement of Theorem 21.1 (Kiefer-Wolfowitz) from (Lattimore & Szepesvári,
2020)). Assume that X ⊂ Rd is compact and span(X ) = Rd. Then the following are equivalent:

(a) bG is a minimiser of g.

(b) bG is a maximiser of f(b) = log detV(b).

(c) g
(
bG
)
= d.

Furthermore, there exists a minimiser bG of g such that
∣∣Supp (bG

)∣∣ ≤ d(d+ 1)/2.

A.1 Pseudocode of Linear and Bilinear Algorithm

Now we present the bilinear FB-DOE in Algorithm 2.

A.2 Lower bounds for Linear Bandits

Theorem 1. (Lower Bound) Let |Θ| = 2d, θm,∗ ∈ Θ and M > maxm
kd log2 k
∆m,min

, where ∆m,min > 0

is the minimum gap in task m. Then any δ-PAC policy π in the linear MTRL setting suffers a total
probability of error as

Ω

(
exp

(
− Mn

log2 d

)
+M exp

(
− n

H2,lin log2 k

))
for the environment in (2), where H2,lin = maxm∈[M ] max2≤i≤k

i
∆2

m,i
is the hardness parameter.

Proof. Step 1 (Define Environment): We again define the environment model below for easier
exposition to the reader. This is same as (2). Define the environment for the task m as Dm

ij consisting
of A actions and J hypotheses with true hypothesis θm

∗ = θm
i,j (ij-th column) as follows:

θm = B1w
m
1 B1w

m
2 B1w

m
3 . . . Biw

m
j . . . BNwm

J

µ1(θ
m) = β+Γ β+Γ−(βJ +

Γ
N ) β+Γ−( 2βJ + 2Γ

N ) . . . β+Γ−( (j−1)β
J + (i−1)Γ

N ) . . . β + Γ−( (N−1)β
J + (N−1)Γ

N )
µ2(θ

m) = ι211 ι212 ι213 . . . ι2ij . . . ι2NJ

...
...

µA(θ
m) = ιA11 ιA12 ιA13 . . . ιAij . . . ιANJ

(12)

where, each ιij is distinct and satisfies ιij < β/4J + Γ/4N . θm
11 is the optimal hypothesis in Dm

11,
θm
12 is the optimal hypothesis in Dm

12 and so on such that for each Dm
ij and i ∈ [N ], j ∈ [J ] we have

column (i, j) as the optimal hypothesis.

This is a general hypothesis testing setting where the functions µa(θ
m) can be thought of as linear

functions of θm such that µa(θ
m) = xm(a)⊤θm = xm(a)Biw

m
j for some i ∈ [N ] and j ∈ [J ].

Assume that 0 < µa(θ
m) ≤ 1. We also assume that all arms have the same variance σ2 and

σ2 > 1/4. We will subsequently derive a suitable choice for N .
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Algorithm 2 Fixed Budget Double Optimal Design (FB-DOE) for Bilinear Bandits

1: Input: time budget n, arm sets X ⊂ Rd1 ,Z ⊂ Rd2 .
2: Define w(i) = vec(x(i); z(i)) ∈ Rd1d2 for each x(i) ∈ X and z(i) ∈ Z . LetW denote this new arm set.
3: Stage 1 (Feature Recovery): Let E-optimal design be bE

w=argminb∈△W

∥∥(∑i b(i)w w⊤)−1
∥∥. Set

τE
m = n

3M
.

4: Pull arm wm(i) ∈ Wm exactly ⌈bE
w(i)τE

m⌉ times for each task m and observe rewards {rm,t}τ
E
m

t=1.
5: Compute Ẑn using (3). Let B̂1,n be the top-k left singular vectors of Ẑn and B̂2,n be the top-k right

singular vectors of Ẑn.
6: Build g̃m(i) = x(i)⊤B̂1,n for all x(i) ∈ X and ṽm(i) = z(i)⊤B̂2,n for all z(i) ∈ Z for each m ∈ [M ].

Then define w̃(i) = vec(g̃m(i); ṽm(i)) ∈ Rk1k2 for each g̃m(i) and ṽm(i). Let W̃m denote this new arm
set for each task m.

7: Stage 2 (Learn Sm,∗): Let E-optimal design be bE
w̃ = argminb∈△W̃

∥∥(∑i b(i)w̃m(i) w̃m(i)⊤)−1
∥∥.

Set τE
m = n

3M
.

8: Pull arm w̃m(i) ∈ W̃m exactly ⌈b̂E
w̃(i)τE

m⌉ times for each task m and observe rewards {rm,t}τ
E
m

t=1.
9: Compute Ŝm,n using (3). Rotate the arms and build arm set G

m
, s.t. each g

m
(i) ∈ Rk̃ using (25) and

k̃=(k1+k2)r.
10: Initialize tm,0 = 1,G

m,0
← G

m
and k̃m,0 = k̃. For each arm g

m
(i) ∈ G

m,0
, set g

m,0
(i) = g

m
(i).

Calculate nm(k̃) using (4).
11: Stage 3 (Low dimensional elimination)
12: for ℓ = 1 to ⌈log2 k̃⌉ do
13: Set k̃m,ℓ = dim

(
span

({
g
m,ℓ−1

(i) : i ∈ G
m,ℓ−1

}))
.

14: if k̃m,ℓ = k̃m,ℓ−1 then
15: For each arm i ∈ G

m,ℓ−1
, set g

m
(i) = g

m−1
(i).

16: else
17: Find matrix Hm,ℓ ∈ Rk̃m,ℓ−1×k̃m,ℓ whose columns form an orthonormal basis of the subspace

spanned by
{
g
m,ℓ−1

(i) : i ∈ G
m,ℓ−1

}
. For each arm i ∈ G

m,ℓ−1
, set g

m,ℓ
(i) = H⊤

m,ℓgm,ℓ−1
(i)

18: end if
19: if ℓ = 1 then
20: Find a G-optimal design bG

m,ℓ :
{
g
m,ℓ

(i) : i ∈ G
m,ℓ−1

}
→ [0, 1] with

∣∣Supp (bG
m,ℓ

)∣∣ ≤ k̃(k̃+1)
2

.
21: else
22: Find a G-optimal design bG

m,ℓ :
{
g
m,ℓ

(i) : i ∈ G
m,ℓ−1

}
→ [0, 1].

23: end if
24: Set Nm,ℓ(i) = ⌈bG

m,ℓ(gm,ℓ
(i)) · nm(k̃)⌉, nm(k̃) defined in (4), and Nm,ℓ =

∑
i∈G

m,ℓ−1
Nm,ℓ(i).

Choose each arm i ∈ G
m,ℓ−1

exactly Nm,ℓ(i) times.
25: Calculate the OLS estimator for each task m with the Λm,ℓ defined in (10):

ŝm,ℓ = Σ−1
m,ℓ

tm,ℓ+Tm,ℓ−1∑
t=tm,ℓ

g
m
(At) rm,t with Σm,ℓ =

∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

Tm,ℓ(i)g
m,ℓ

(i)g
m,ℓ

(i)⊤ +Λm,ℓ

(11)

26: Reshape ŝm,ℓ ∈ Rk1k2 into Ŝm,ℓ ∈ Rk1×k2 . Set Θ̂m,ℓ = B̂1,nŜm,ℓB̂
⊤
2,n for each task m.

27: For each i ∈ G
m,ℓ−1

, estimate the expected reward: µ̂m,ℓ(i) = xm(i)⊤Θ̂m,ℓzm(i).

28: Let G
m,ℓ

be the set of ⌈k̃/2ℓ⌉ arms in G
m,ℓ−1

with the largest estimates of the expected rewards.
29: Set tm,ℓ+1 = tm,ℓ +Nm,ℓ.
30: end for

Now observe that between any two hypothesis θm and θm′
we have the following

KL

(
N (µi(θ

m), σ2
i ))
∣∣∣∣N (µi(θ

m′
),σ2))

)
=

(µi(θ
m)− µi(θ

m′
))2

2σ2

(a)

≥ (µi(θ
m)− µi(θ

m′
))2

8
(13)
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where, (a) follows from the condition that σ2 > 1/4.

Step 2 (Minimum samples to verify θm
∗ ): Let for the model Dm

11 the optimal hypothesis be
θm,∗ = θm

11. Let, for model Dm
11 the Λm

11 be the set of alternate models having a different optimal
hypothesis than θm,∗ = θm

11 such that all models having different optimal hypothesis than θm
11 such

as Dm
21, D

m
31, . . . D

m
NJ are in Λm

11. Let τmδ be the stopping time for any δ-PAC policy π. That is τδ is
the time that any algorithm stops and outputs its estimate θ̂τδ . We will subsequently choose a suitable
value of δ to satisfy the constraint of the budget n.

Let Tm,t(a) denote the number of times the action a has been sampled till round t for the task m.
Let θ̂m

τδ
be the predicted optimal hypothesis at round τmδ . We first consider the model Dm

11. Define
the event ξ = {θ̂τm

δ
̸= θm

∗ } as the error event in model Dm
11. Let event ξ′ = {θ̂τδ ̸= θ

′

m,∗} be
the corresponding error event in model Dm

12. Note that ξ∁ ⊂ ξ′. Since π is δ-PAC policy we have
PDm

11,π
(ξ) ≤ δ and PDm

12,π
(ξ∁) ≤ δ. Then

2δ ≥ PDm
11,π

(ξ) + PDm
12,π

(ξ∁)
(a)

≥ 1

2
exp

(
−KL

(
PDm

11,π
||PDm

12,π

))
KL
(
PDm

11,π
||PDm

12,π

)
≥ log

(
1

4δ

)
1

8

A∑
i=1

EDm
11,π

[Tm,τδ(i)] ·
(
µi(θm,∗) − µi(θ

′

m,∗)
)2 (b)

≥ log

(
1

4δ

)
1

8

(
β + Γ− β +

β

J
− Γ +

Γ

N

)2

EDm
11,π

[Tm,τδ(1)] +
1

8

A∑
i=2

(ιi1 − ιi2)
2EDm

11,π
[Tm,τδ(i)]

(c)

≥ log

(
1

4δ

)
1

8

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2

EDm
11,π

[Tm,τδ(1)] +
1

8

A∑
i=2

(ιi11 − ιi12)
2EDm

11,π
[Tm,τδ(i)] ≥ log

(
1

4δ

)
1

8

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2

EDm
11,π

[Tm,τδ(1)] +
1

8

A∑
i=2

1

16

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2

EDm
11,π

[Tm,τδ(i)]
(d)

≥ log

(
1

4δ

)

where, (a) follows from Lemma A.3, (b) follows from Lemma A.2, (c) follows from the construction

of the bandit environments and (13), and (d) follows as (ιaij − ιaij′)
2 ≤ 1

16

(
β
J + Γ

N

)2
for any i-th

action and j-th hypothesis.

Now, we consider the alternate model Dm
13. Again define the event ξ = {θ̂τδ ̸= θm,∗} as the error

event in model Dm
11 and the event ξ′ = {θ̂τδ ̸= θ

′′

m,∗} be the corresponding error event in model
Dm

31. Note that ξ∁ ⊂ ξ′. Now since π is δ-PAC policy we have PDm
11,π

(ξ) ≤ δ and PDm
13,π

(ξ∁) ≤ δ.
Following the same way as before we can show that,

1

8

(
2β

J
+

2Γ

N

)2

EDm
13,π

[Tm,τδ(1)] +
1

8

A∑
i=2

1

16

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2

EDm
13,π

[Tm,τδ(i)]
(d)

≥ log

(
1

4δ

)
.

(14)
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Similarly, we get the equations for all the other (NJ − 2) alternate models in Λm
11. Now consider an

optimization problem (ignoring the constant factor of 1
8 across all the constraints)

min
ti:i∈[A]

∑
ti

s.t.

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2

t1 +
1

16

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2 A∑
i=2

ti ≥ log(1/4δ)

(
2β

J
+

2Γ

N

)2

t1 +
1

16

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2 A∑
i=2

ti ≥ log(1/4δ)

...(
(J − 1)β

J
+

(N − 1)Γ

N

)2

t1 +
1

16

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2 A∑
i=2

ti ≥ log(1/4δ)

ti ≥ 0,∀i ∈ [A]

where the optimization variables are ti. It can be seen that the optimum objective value is(
β
J + Γ

N

)2
log(1/4δ). Interpreting ti = EDm

11,π
[Tm,τδ(i)] for all i, we get that EDm

11,π
[τδ] =∑

i ti = t1. Now we have that t1 ≥ J2β−2 log(1/4δ) which gives us the required lower bound to
the number of pulls of action 1 for task m. Observe that the optimum objective value is reached

by substituting t1 = 1
16

(
β
J + Γ

N

)2
log(1/4δ) and t2 = . . . = tA = 0. It follows that for ver-

ifying any hypothesis θm
j ̸= θm

∗ the verification proportion is given by πθm
j

= (1, 0, 0, . . . , 0︸ ︷︷ ︸
(A-1) zeros

).

Observe setting 1
16

(
β
J + Γ

N

)
≥
√
log(1/4δ)/n recovers τδ ≥ n which implies that a budget of

atmost n samples is required for verifying hypothesis θm
j = θm,∗. For the remaining steps we take(

nβ2

J2 + nΓ2

N2

)
≥ log(1/4δ)/n. This implies that

log(1/4δ)/n ≤ 1

16

(
β

J
+

Γ

N

)2
(a)
=⇒ log(1/4δ) ≤ n

8

(
β2

J2
+

Γ2

N2

)
=⇒ 1/4δ ≤ exp

(
nβ2

J2
+

nΓ2

N2

)
=⇒ δ ≥ 1

4
exp

(
−nβ2

J2
− nΓ2

N2

)
(b)
=⇒ δ ≥ 1

4
exp

(
−2nβ2

J2

)
+

1

4
exp

(
−2nΓ2

N2

)
where, (a) follows as (a+ b)2 ≤ 2(a2 + b2) for a, b > 0, (b) follows as exp(−a− b) ≥ exp(−2a)+
exp(−2b) if b < a. This implies that nΓ2/N2 < nβ2/J2 for sufficiently large N . This also shows a
suitable lower bound to δ that depends on the budget n.

Then the total probability of error across all the M tasks is given by

Mδ ≥ M

4
exp

(
−2nβ2

J2

)
+

M

4
exp

(
−2nΓ2

N2

)
≥ M

4
exp

(
−2nβ2

J2

)
+

M

4
exp

(
−2nΓ2

N2

)
. (15)

Recall that H1,lin = maxm∈[M ]

∑k
i=1

1
∆2

m,i
, and ∆2

m,min = mini ∆m,i. Then we can show that

H1,lin = max
m∈[M ]

k∑
i=1

1

∆2
m,i

≥ max
m∈[M ]

max
i∈[k]

i

∆2
m,(i)

= H2,lin
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It follows that H2,lin ≤ H1,lin ≤ (log2 k)H2,lin. Now setting J2

β2 = maxm∈[M ]
k log2 k
∆2

m,min
we have that

− max
m∈[M ]

∆2
m,min

k log2 k
≥ − 1

H2,lin log2 k

and setting Γ2 = 1
log2 d we have that

Γ2

N2
<

β2

J2
=⇒ 1

N2 log2 d
< max

m∈[M ]

∆2
m,min

k log2 k
=⇒ N2 > max

m∈[M ]

k log2 k

log2 d∆
2
m,min

=⇒ N > max
m∈[M ]

kd log2 k

∆m,min

satisfies all the above conditions. Plugging everything back in (15) we have that

Mδ ≥ M

4
exp

(
− 2n

N2 log2 d

)
+

M

4
exp

(
− 2n

H2,lin log2 k

)
(a)

≥ 1

4
exp

(
− 2Mn

log2 d

)
+

M

4
exp

(
− 2n

H2,lin log2 k

)
where, (a) follows as for N2 > 2n

log2 d logM+2nM we have that

M

4
exp

(
− 2n

N2 log2 d

)
>

1

4
exp

(
− 2Mn

log2 d

)
.

Note that as 2n
log2 d logM+2nM > 0 the condition for N is satisfied by any budget n ≥ 1 and number

of tasks M ≥ 1. Hence, for M > maxm
kd log2 k
∆m,min

we have all the conditions satisfied. The claim of
the theorem follows.

Lemma A.2. (Restatement of Lemma 15.1 in Lattimore & Szepesvári (2020), Divergence De-
composition) Let B and B′ be two bandit models having different optimal hypothesis θ∗ and θ

′∗

respectively. Fix some policy π and round n. Let PB,π and PB′,π be two probability measures
induced by some n-round interaction of π with B and π with B′ respectively. Then

KL (PB,π||PB′,π) =

A∑
i=1

EB,π[Tn(i)] ·KL(N (µi(θ), 1)||N (µi(θ∗), 1))

where, KL (.||.) denotes the Kullback-Leibler divergence between two probability measures and
Tn(i) denotes the number of times action i has been sampled till round n.
Lemma A.3. (Restatement of Lemma 2.6 in Tsybakov (2008)) Let P,Q be two probability measures
on the same measurable space (Ω,F) and let ξ ⊂ F be any arbitrary event then

P(ξ) +Q
(
ξ∁
)
⩾

1

2
exp (−KL(P||Q))

where ξ∁ denotes the complement of event ξ and KL(P||Q) denotes the Kullback-Leibler divergence
between P and Q.

A.3 Linear Bandit Fixed Budget Proofs

Define X+
batch :=

(
X⊤

batch Xbatch
)−1

X⊤
batch where X+

batch = [x1,x2, . . . ,xτE
m
]⊤ is constructed

through the E-optimal design. Also note that ρE1 = ρE2 = . . . = ρEM = ρE as the action set
X is common across the tasks. Also, recall that

θ̂m,t = X+
batch rm,t.

Good Event: Define the good event Fn that the algorithm has a good estimate of Z∗ as follows:

Fn =

{∥∥∥Ẑn − Z
∥∥∥
F
≤ C

∥∥X+
batch

∥∥2( 2cd2√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

))}
(16)

where, C1 > 0, some nonzero constant.
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Lemma A.4. (Restatement of Lemma C.3 from (Du et al., 2023)) Define the event

ξn :=

∥Zn − E [Zn]∥ ≤
c
∥∥X+

batch

∥∥2 d log ( 16d
δn

)
√
Mn

log

(
16dMn

δn

)
Then it holds that Pr(ξn) ≥ 1− δn

2 .

Lemma A.5. (Truncated Matrix Bernstern Inequality - Summation) Consider a truncation level
U > 0. If {Z1, . . . ,Zn} is a sequence of d1 × d2 independent random matrices, and Z ′

i =
Zi · 1 {∥Zi∥ ≤ U} and ∆ ≥ ∥E [Zi]− E [Z ′

i]∥ for any i ∈ [n], then for τ ≥ 2n∆,

Pr

[∥∥∥∥∥
n∑

i=1

(Zi − E [Zi])

∥∥∥∥∥ ≥ τ

]
≤ (d1 + d2) exp

(
−1

4
· τ2

2σ2 + Uτ
3

)
+ nPr [∥Zi∥ ≥ U ] ,

where

σ2 = max

{∥∥∥∥∥
n∑

i=1

E
[
(Z ′

i − E [Z ′
i])

⊤
(Z ′

i − E [Z ′
i])
]∥∥∥∥∥ ,

∥∥∥∥∥
n∑

i=1

E
[
(Z ′

i − E [Z ′
i]) (Z

′
i − E [Z ′

i])
⊤
]∥∥∥∥∥
}

≤ max

{∥∥∥∥∥
n∑

i=1

E
[
Z ′⊤

i Z ′
i

]∥∥∥∥∥ ,
∥∥∥∥∥

n∑
i=1

E
[
Z ′

iZ
′⊤
i

]∥∥∥∥∥
}

Furthermore, we have

Pr

[∥∥∥∥∥
n∑

i=1

(Zi − E [Zi])

∥∥∥∥∥ ≥ 4

√
σ2 log

(
d1 + d2

δ

)
+ 4U log

(
d1 + d2

δ

)]
≤ δ+nPr [∥Zi∥ ≥ U ] .

Lemma A.6. Define the event

Fn :=

{
∥Zn − E [Zn]∥ ≥ C

∥∥X+
batch

∥∥2( 2cd2√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

))}
It follows then that

P (Fn) ≤ 4d exp (−Mn)

Proof. We use the truncated Matrix Bernstein inequality (Lemma A.5) to prove the exponentially
low probability of error in the following way. Set R =

√
Mn and define the truncation matrix An as

follows:

Am,t :=
1

M

 2x⊤
1 θmηm,1 · · · x⊤

1 θmηm,1 + x⊤
n/2θmηm,n/2

· · · · · · · · ·
x⊤
1 θmηm,1 + x⊤

n/2θmηm,n/2 · · · 2x⊤
n/2θmηm,n/2


An :=

M∑
m=1

n/2∑
t=1

Am,t

and truncation matrix Cn as:

Cm,t :=
1

M

 (ηm,1)
2 · · · ηm,1ηm,n/2

· · · · · · · · ·
ηm,1ηm,n/2 · · ·

(
ηm,n/2

)2


Cn :=

M∑
m=1

n/2∑
j=1

Cm,t.
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Then it can be shown easily using Lemma A.4 that the average estimation matrix Zn can be upper
bounded as

∥Zn − E [Zn]∥ ≤
∥∥X+

batch

∥∥2 (∥An − E [An]∥+ ∥Cn − E [Cn]∥)

such that ∥Am,t∥ ≤ 2
Mn · 2dcR, and ∥Cm,t∥ ≤ 2

Mn · 2dc′R where c, c′ > 0. Note that ∥Cm,t,i∥ ≤
1

Mn · 2dc′R because log(n/δ) ≤
√
Mn. Now using the truncated Matrix Bernstein inequality in

Lemma A.5 we have that

∥Zn − E [Zn]∥ ≤
∥∥X+

batch

∥∥2( 2dc

Mn
· 2d ·

(
R+

1

R

)
exp

(
−R2

2

)
+

d

Mn
· 2dc′ ·

(
R+

1

R

)
exp

(
−R2

2

))

holds as the noise |ηm,t| ≤ R with probability 1− 4d exp
(
−R2

2

)
because ηm,t is 1-sub Gaussian

and c, c′ > 0. Setting R =
√
Mn we have that

∥Zn − E [Zn]∥

≤
∥∥X+

batch

∥∥2( 2dc

Mn
· 2d ·

(√
Mn+

1√
Mn

)
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
+

d

Mn
· 2dc′ ·

(√
Mn+

1√
Mn

)
exp

(
−Mn

2

))
≤
∥∥X+

batch

∥∥2( 2cd2√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
+

2cd2

(Mn)3/2
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
+

2c′d2√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
+

2c′d2

(Mn)3/2
exp

(
−Mn

2

))
≤ C

∥∥X+
batch

∥∥2( 2cd2√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

))
The claim of the lemma follows.

Lemma A.7. (Restatement of Lemma C.2 in (Du et al., 2023)) Define the total number of samples

T =

⌈
C
(
ρE
)2

k4

M
polylog

(
ρE , d, k,

1

δ

)⌉

where C is an absolute constant. For a budget n > 0, task m ∈ [M ], round t ∈ [T ]. we have that

θ̂m,t = X+
batch rm,t,

and

ZT =
1

M

M∑
m=1

T∑
t=1

θ̂m,t

(
θ̂m,t

)⊤
−X+

batch

(
X+

batch

)⊤
.

It holds then

E [ZT ] =
1

M

M∑
m=1

θmθ⊤
m

Lemma A.8. (Expectation of Ẑn ). It holds that for n >
2L4

xk
2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

ω2M∆2 the E
[
Ẑn

]
= Z =

1
M

∑M
m=1 θm,∗(θm,∗)

⊤.

Proof. First note that the total number of samples in stage 1 is sufficiently high such that

n

2
>

L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

ω2M∆2
≥

⌈
Cn
(
ρE
)2

k4

M
polylog

(
ρE , d, k

)⌉



Multi-task Representation Learning for Fixed Budget Pure-Exploration in Linear and Bilinear
Bandits

for some constant C > 0 and δ = c′ exp(−n) for som c′ > 0. Then for the first stage after n
2 samples

we can re-write

Ẑn =
2

M
∑

m τEm

M∑
m=1

τE
m∑

t=1

θ̂m,tθ̂
⊤
m,t −X+

batch

(
X+

batch

)⊤
.

Now using Lemma A.7 we can prove the claim of the lemma.

Lemma A.9. (Concentration of B̂n ). Suppose that event Fn holds. Then, for any n > 0,

∥∥∥(B̂⊥
n )

⊤B
∥∥∥ ≤ c′ρE

(
2ckd√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

))

for some constant c′ > 0 and ρE=minb∈△X

∥∥(∑x∈X bxx x⊤)−1
∥∥.

Proof. Using the Davis-Kahan sin θ Theorem (Bhatia, 2013) and letting τEm be large enough to satisfy∥∥∥Ẑn − Z
∥∥∥
F
≤ C1d log(2d)√

M
∑

m τE
m

, we have

∥∥∥(B̂⊥
n )

⊤B
∥∥∥ ≤

∥∥∥Ẑn − E
[
Ẑn

]∥∥∥
σr

(
E
[
Ẑn

])
− σr+1

(
E
[
Ẑn

])
−
∥∥∥Ẑn − E

[
Ẑn

]∥∥∥
(a)

≤ k

c0

∥∥∥Ẑn − E
[
Ẑn

]∥∥∥
(b)

≤
ck
∥∥X+

batch

∥∥2 d√
M
∑

m τEm
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
(c)

≤ c′ρEkd√
M
∑

m τEm
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
=

c′ρEkd√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)

where, (a) follows from Assumption 2.1, the (b) follows from event Fn and (c) follows as∥∥X+
batch

∥∥2 ≤ 4ρE , and τEm = n
2M . The claim of the lemma follows.

We now need to show that σmin(
∑

g̃m(i)∈G bm(i)g̃(i)g̃(i)⊤) > 0. If this holds true then we can
sample the following G-optimal design and the solution to the G-optimal design in the second phase
is not vacuous.

Lemma A.10. For Mn > ⌈L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2∆2 ⌉ we have

σmin(
∑
i∈Gm

bG
m(i)g̃m(i)g̃m(i)⊤) > 0

Proof. We can show that

∑
i∈Gm

bG
m(i)g̃m(i)g̃m(i)⊤

(a)
=
∑
i∈Gm

bG
m(i) B̂⊤

nx(i)︸ ︷︷ ︸
g̃m(i)

x(i)B̂⊤
n︸ ︷︷ ︸

g̃m(i)⊤
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where, in (a) the bG
m(i) is the sampling proportion for the arm x(i) in second stage. Also note that

from Lemma A.9 we know that∥∥∥(B̂⊥
n )

⊤B
∥∥∥ ≤ c′ρEkd√

Mn
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
(a)

≤ ω

L2
x

c′ρEkd∆

c′kdρE log(2d)
exp

(
−M

2
· L

4
xd

2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

ω2M∆2

)
=

ω

L2
x

∆

log(2d)︸ ︷︷ ︸
≤1

exp

(
−d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

2ω2∆2

)

≤ ω

L2
x

exp

(
−d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

2ω2∆2

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

≤1

where (a) follows by substituting the value of n, and observe that the last inequality does not depend
on the number of tasks M or budget n. Hence for Mn ≥ ⌈L4

xk
2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

ω2∆2 ⌉ we have∥∥∥B̂⊤
nB

⊥
∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
. (17)

This holds with high probability as the event Fn holds true. This helps us to apply Lemma A.11 to
get the claim of the lemma.

Lemma A.11. (Restatement of Lemma C.5 from Du et al. (2023)) For any round n > 0 and task
m ∈ [M ], if

∥∥∥B̂⊤
nB

⊥
∥∥∥ ≤ ω

L2
x

then we have

σmin

(
A∑
i=1

bG
m (i) B̂⊤

nx(i)x(i)
⊤B̂n

)
> 0

where bG
m(i) is the sampling proportion of x(i).

Lemma A.12. Suppose that event Fn holds and Mn > ⌈L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2∆2 ⌉. Then define

Σm,ℓ =
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bm,ℓ (i) g̃m,ℓ(i)g̃m,ℓ(i)
⊤.

For any task m ∈ [M ] and g̃m,ℓ(j) ∈ Rk,

∥g̃m,ℓ(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

≤ ∥gm(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

+
cL4

x

kω2
exp(−Mn)

for some constant c > 0.

Proof. Observe that we can rewrite the

∥g̃m,ℓ(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

=
∥∥∥B̂⊤

nxj

∥∥∥2(∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ(i)B̂

⊤
n x(i)x(i)⊤B̂n

)−1

Then we can show that∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ (i) B̂

⊤
nx(i)x(i)

⊤B̂n =
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ (i)

(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤x(i)
)
·
(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤x(i)
)⊤

+
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ (i)

((
B̂⊤

nBB⊤x(i)
)
·
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥x(i)

)⊤

+
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥x(i)

)
·
(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤x(i)
)⊤

+
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥x(i)

)
·
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥x(i)

)⊤)
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Then define the matrix

Pn =
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ (i)

(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤x(i)
)
·
(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤x(i)
)⊤

Qn =
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ (i)

((
B̂⊤

nBB⊤x(i)
)
·
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥x(i)

)⊤
+

(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥x(i)

)
·
(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤x(i)
)⊤

+
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥x(i)

)
·
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥x(i)

)⊤)
.

Then, we have
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1
bG
m,ℓ (i) B̂

⊤
nx(i)x(i)

⊤B̂n = Pn +Qn.

From Assumption 2.2, we have that for any task m ∈ [M ],
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1
bG
m,ℓ (i)B

⊤x(i)x(i)⊤B

is invertible. Since B̂⊤
nB is also invertible, we have that Pn is invertible. According to

Lemma A.10, we have that
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1
bG
m,ℓ (i) B̂

⊤
nx(i)x(i)

⊤B̂n is also invertible. Then we can

write
(∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1
bG
m,ℓ (i) B̂

⊤
nx(i)x(i)

⊤B̂n

)−1

as follows ∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ (i) B̂

⊤
nx(i)x(i)

⊤B̂n

−1

= P−1
n − (Pn +Qn)

−1
QnP

−1
n

Hence, for any task m ∈ [M ] and xj ∈ Rd, we have

∥∥∥B̂⊤
nxj

∥∥∥2(∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ(i)B̂

⊤
n x(i)x(i)⊤B̂n

)−1 =
(
B̂⊤

nxj

)⊤ ∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ (i) B̂

⊤
nx(i)x(i)

⊤B̂n

−1

B̂⊤
nxj

=
(
B̂⊤

nxj

)⊤
P−1

n B̂⊤
nxj︸ ︷︷ ︸

Term 1

−
(
B̂⊤

nxj

)⊤
(Pn +Qn)

−1
QnP

−1
n B̂⊤

nxj︸ ︷︷ ︸
Term 2

.

From Lemma A.10, and (17) we have∥∥∥B̂⊤
nB

⊥
∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
Now we can decompose the term 1 into the following 4 terms

Term 1 =
(
B̂⊤

nxj

)⊤
P−1

n B̂⊤
nxj

=
(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤xj + B̂⊤
nB⊥B

⊤
⊥xj

)⊤
P−1

n

(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤xj + B̂⊤
nB⊥B

⊤
⊥xj

)
=
(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤xj

)⊤
P−1

n

(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤xj

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

Term 1-1

+
(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤xj

)⊤
P−1

n

(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥xj

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

Term 1-3

+
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥xj

)⊤
P−1

n

(
B̂⊤

nBB⊤xj

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

Term 1-2

+
(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥xj

)⊤
P−1

n

(
B̂⊤

nB⊥B
⊤
⊥xj

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

Term 1-4

.

It follows using the steps similar to Lemma C.10 of (Du et al., 2023) and combining with our
Lemma A.10, and (17) we have that

Term 1− 1 =
∥∥∥B̂⊤

nxj

∥∥∥2(∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bG
m,ℓ(i)B̂

⊤
n x(i)x(i)⊤B̂n

)−1 , Term 1− 2 ≤ c2 min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
Term 1− 3 ≤ c3 min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
, Term 1− 4 ≤ c4 min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}



Reinforcement Learning Journal 2025

Combining the 4 terms above we get the upper bound to term 1 as follows

Term 1 =
(
B̂⊤

nxj

)⊤
P−1

n B̂⊤
nxj ≤

∥∥B⊤xj

∥∥2(∑
i∈Gm,ℓ−1

B⊤x(i)x(i)⊤B
)−1 +

cL4
x

kω2
exp(−Mn).

for some constant c > 0. Similarly, we can show that

Term 2 =
(
B̂⊤

nxj

)⊤
(Pn +Qn)

−1
QnP

−1
n B̂⊤

nxj ≤
c′L4

x

kω2
exp(−Mn)

for some constant c′ > 0. Combining everything we have that

∥g̃m,ℓ(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

≤ ∥g(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

+
cL4

x

kω2
exp(−Mn)

for some constant c > 0. The claim of the lemma follows.

Lemma A.13. Let Fn hold. Define ∆̃m,i = g̃m(i)⊤ŵm− g̃m(i∗m)⊤ŵm and ∆m,i = gm(i)⊤wm−
gm(i∗m)⊤wm. Then the estimation error in the second stage is given by

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤ 6kLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
.

Further for Mn > ⌈L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2∆2 ⌉ we have that

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤
∆m,i

2
.

Proof. Combining our Lemma A.10, and (17) we can bound the estimation error for any pair of
x,x′ ∈ Rd for a task m as follows:

∣∣∣(x− x′)⊤θ̂m,n − (x− x′)⊤θm,∗

∣∣∣ ≤ 2k · LxLw

∥∥∥B̂⊤
n,⊥B

∥∥∥+
√

ρGm · 2 log
(
4n2M

δ

)
√
n

+ 2LxLw

∥∥∥B̂⊤
n,⊥B

∥∥∥
Setting Lw = 1, ρGm = k and log

(
4n2M

δ

)
= n and as the event Fn holds, we get that

∣∣∣(x− x′)⊤θ̂m,n − (x− x′)⊤θm,∗

∣∣∣ ≤ 6kLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
This implies that

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤ 6kLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
Now for n >

L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2M∆2 we can show that

6kLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
= 6kLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
≤ 6kLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

(2d)−
L4
xk2d2c′(ρE)2

ω2∆2

}
(a)

≤ ∆

2

(b)

≤ ∆m,i

2

where, (a) holds as for any ∆ > 0, d, k > 1, ω > 0 the following holds

log(
∆

12
) + log(

Lx

kω
) > −L4

xk
2d2c′(ρE)2

ω2∆2
log(2d).

The (b) holds as ∆m,i ≥ ∆. The claim of the lemma follows.
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Lemma A.14. With parameter nm defined in (4), Algorithm 1 terminates in phase ⌈log2 k⌉ with no
more than a total of n arm pulls.

Proof. Proof. When k = 2, Algorithm 1 terminates in one phase. When k > 2, by the property of
ceiling function, we have 1

2 < k
2⌈log2 k⌉ ≤ 1. Thus, the number of arms in the active set for each task

m is Gm,⌈log2 k⌉−1 is
⌈

k
2⌈log2 k⌉−1

⌉
= 2, in phase ⌈log2 k⌉.

Now we bound the number of arm pulls. For any phase ℓ,
∣∣∣Supp(bG

ℓ,m

)∣∣∣ is always bounded by the
cardinality of the active set Gm,ℓ−1. In particular, for the first phase, according to Lemma A.1, there

exists a G-optimal design bG
m,ℓ with

∣∣∣Supp(bG
m,ℓ

)∣∣∣ ≤ k(k + 1)/2. Altogether, we have

∣∣Supp (bG
m,ℓ

)∣∣ ≤ {min
(
A, k(k+1)

2

)
when ℓ = 1⌈

k
2ℓ−1

⌉
when ℓ > 1

. (18)

Then the number of total arm pulls for each task m is bounded as

⌈log2 k⌉∑
ℓ=1

Nm,ℓ =

⌈log2 k⌉∑
ℓ=1

∑
i∈Gm,ℓ

Nm,ℓ(i)
(a)
=

⌈log2 k⌉∑
ℓ=1

∑
i∈Gm,ℓ

⌈
bG
m,ℓ (g̃m,ℓ(i)) · nm

⌉
(b)

≤
⌈log2 k⌉∑
ℓ=1

∣∣Supp (bG
m,ℓ

)∣∣+ ∑
i∈Gm,ℓ

bG
m,ℓ (g̃m,ℓ(i)) · nm


(c)

≤ min

(
A,

k(k + 1)

2

)
+

⌈log2 k⌉∑
ℓ=2

⌈
k

2ℓ−1

⌉
+ ⌈log2 k⌉ · nm

(d)
=

n

2M

where, (a) follows as the allocation to each arm in task m is given by atmost
⌈
bG
m,ℓ (g̃m,ℓ(i)) · nm

⌉
,

(b) follows by using the two cases in (18), (c) follows by using Lemma A.1, and finally (d) follows
plugging the value of nm from (4). Therefore summing over all tasks m ∈ [M ] we get that the
second stage is at most

M∑
m=1

τEm =

M∑
m=1

n

2M
=

n

2
.

For the first stage, for each phase m ∈ [M ] the algorithm uses atmost n
2 samples for the E-optimal

design. Summing over all phases and stages we get that the total budget is used atmost n.

Lemma A.15. For an arbitrary constant ∆ and x ∈ Rd we can show that

P
(
x⊤
(
θ̂n − θ∗

)
> ∆

)
≤ exp

(
− ∆2

2∥x∥2
Σ−1

n

)

where, Σn =
∑n

i=1

∑K
j=1 xi,j(xi,j)

⊤.

Proof. We follow the proof technique of section 2.2 of Jamieson & Jain (2022). Under the sub-
Gaussian noise assumption, we can show that for any vector x ∈ Rd the following holds

x⊤
(
θ̂n − θ∗

)
= x⊤ (X⊤X

)−1
X⊤︸ ︷︷ ︸

w

η = w⊤η.
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Then for an arbitrary constant ∆ and x ∈ Rd, we can show that

P
(
x⊤
(
θ̂n − θ∗

)
> ∆

)
= P

(
w⊤η > ∆

)
(a)

≤ exp(−λ∆)E
[
exp

(
λw⊤η

)]
, let λ > 0

= exp(−λ∆)E

[
exp

(
λ

t∑
s=1

wsηs

)]
(b)
= exp(−λ∆)

t∏
s=1

E [exp (λwsηs)]

(c)

≤ exp(−λ∆)

t∏
s=1

exp
(
λ2w2

s/2
)

= exp(−λ∆) exp

(
λ2

2
∥w∥22

)
(d)

≤ exp

(
− ∆2

2∥w∥22

)
(e)
= exp

(
− ∆2

2x⊤ (X⊤X)
−1

x

)
= exp

(
− ∆2

2∥x∥2
Σ−1

n

)

where, (a) follows from Chernoff Bound, (b) follows from independence of, (c) follows sub-Gaussian
assumption, (d) follows by setting λ = ∆

∥w∥2
2

, and (e) follows from the equality

∥w∥22 = x⊤ (X⊤X
)−1

X⊤X
(
X⊤X

)−1
x = x⊤ (X⊤X

)−1
x.

The claim of the lemma follows.

The following lemma bounds the probability that a certain arm has its estimate of the expected reward
larger than that of the best arm in a single phase ℓ.

Lemma A.16. Suppose Fn holds, and Mn > ⌈L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2∆2 ⌉. For a fixed realization of

X̂m,ℓ−1 satisfying i∗m ∈ X̂m,ℓ−1, for any arm i ∈ X̂m,ℓ−1,

P (µ̂m,ℓ(i
∗
m) < µ̂m,ℓ(i)) ≤ exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,i

32
⌈

k
2ℓ−1

⌉)

Proof. Let θ∗
m,ℓ denote the corresponding unknown parameter vector for the task m and phase ℓ for

the dimensionality-reduced arm vectors {g̃m,ℓ(i) : i ∈ Gm,ℓ−1}. Also, we set

Σm,ℓ =
∑

i∈Gm,ℓ−1

bm,ℓ (i) g̃m,ℓ(i)g̃m,ℓ(i)
⊤.

Then we can show using the identities that θ̂m,ℓ = B̂nŵm,ℓ, θ∗
m = Bwm and for n >

L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2M∆2 that

∥g̃m,ℓ(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

≤ ∥g(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

+
cL4

x

kω2
exp(−Mn) (19)
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the following:

P (µ̂m,ℓ(i
∗
m) < µ̂m,ℓ(i)) = P

(
(θ̂∗

m,ℓ)
⊤xm,ℓ(i

∗
m) < (θ̂∗

m,ℓ)
⊤xm,ℓ(i))

)
=P
(
(B̂nŵm,ℓ)

⊤xm,ℓ(i
∗
m) < (B̂nŵm,ℓ)

⊤xm,ℓ(i)
)

=P
(
ŵ⊤

m,ℓg̃m,ℓ(i
∗
m) < ŵ⊤

m,ℓg̃m,ℓ(i)
)

=P
(
(ŵm,ℓ)

⊤g̃m,ℓ(i
∗
m)− (ŵm,ℓ)

⊤g̃m,ℓ(i)− ∆̃m,i < −∆̃m,i

)
(a)

≤P
(
(ŵm,ℓ)

⊤g̃m,ℓ(i
∗
m)− (ŵm,ℓ)

⊤g̃m,ℓ(i)−
(
(wm)⊤ (g̃m,ℓ(i

∗
m)− g̃m,ℓ(i))

)
< −∆m,i +

∆m,i

2

)
=P
(
⟨ŵm,ℓ −wm, g̃m,ℓ(i

∗
m)− g̃m,ℓ(i)⟩ < −3∆m,i

2

)
(b)

≤ exp

−
9∆2

m,i

4

2 ∥g̃m,ℓ(i∗m)− g̃m,ℓ(i)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ


(c)

≤ exp

−
9∆2

m,i

4

8maxi∈Gm,ℓ
∥g̃m,ℓ(i)∥2Σ−1

m,ℓ


(d)

≤ exp

−
9∆2

m,i

4 · nm

8maxi∈Gm,ℓ
∥g̃m,ℓ(i)∥2Σ−1

m,ℓ


(e)

≤ exp

−
9∆2

m,i

4 · nm

8maxi∈Gm,ℓ
∥g̃m,ℓ(i)∥2Σ−1

m,ℓ
+

cL4
x

kω2 exp(−Mn)


(f)

≤ exp

−
nm

9∆2
m,i

4

8dk +
cL4

x

kω2

 (g)

≤ exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

−
nm

9∆2
m,i

4

8
⌈

k
2k−1

⌉
 ≤ exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,i

32
⌈

k
2k−1

⌉) .

where, (a) follows from Lemma A.13 and n >
L4

xd
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

ω2M∆2 (b) follows from Lemma A.15,
(c) follows from triangle inequality. The inequality in (d) follows from

∥g̃m,ℓ(i)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

= g̃m,ℓ(i)
⊤Σ−1

m,ℓg̃m,ℓ(i)

= g̃m,ℓ(i)
⊤

 ∑
j∈Gm,ℓ−1

Tm,ℓ(j)g̃m,ℓ(j)g̃m,ℓ(j)
⊤

−1

g̃m,ℓ(i)

≤ g̃m,ℓ(i)
⊤

 ∑
j∈Gm,ℓ−1

nmbm,ℓ (j) g̃m,ℓ(j)g̃m,ℓ(j)
⊤

−1

g̃m,ℓ(i)

=
1

nm
g̃m,ℓ(i)

⊤

 ∑
j∈Gm,ℓ−1

bm,ℓ (j) g̃m,ℓ(j)g̃m,ℓ(j)
⊤

−1

g̃m,ℓ(i)

=
1

nm
g̃m,ℓ(i)

⊤Σ−1
m,ℓg̃m,ℓ(i)

=
1

nm
∥g̃m,ℓ(i)∥2Σ−1

m,ℓ
.

The equality in (f) follows from Lemma A.1 and the property of G-optimal design. Also we drop
exp(−Mn) < 1. The inequality in (g) follows from the fact that the dimension of the space spanned
by the corresponding arm vectors of the active arm set Gm,ℓ−1 is not larger than the cardinality of
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Gm,ℓ−1. Also note that the additional term exp
(

cL4
x

kω2

)
which results from latent feature estimation

error. The claim of the lemma follows.

Lemma A.17. Assume that the best arm i∗m is not eliminated before phase ℓ, i.e., i∗m ∈ Gm,ℓ−1. Then
the probability that the best arm is eliminated in phase ℓ is bounded as

P (i∗m /∈ Gm,ℓ | i∗m ∈ Gm,ℓ−1) ≤


4A
k exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,iℓ

32im,ℓ

)
when ℓ = 1

3 exp
(

cL4
x

kω2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,iℓ

32im,ℓ

)
when ℓ > 1

where im,ℓ =
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1.

Proof. First, as Lemma A.16, we conditioned on the specific realization of Gm,ℓ−1 such that 1 ∈
Gm,ℓ−1. Define Hm,ℓ as the set of arms in Gm,ℓ−1 excluding the best arm and

⌈
k

2ℓ+1

⌉
− 1 suboptimal

arms with the largest expected rewards. Therefore, we have |Hm,ℓ| = |Gm,ℓ−1| −
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
and

mini∈Hm,ℓ
∆m,i ≥∆m,⌈ k

2ℓ+1 ⌉+1·

If the best arm for task m, i∗m is eliminated in phase ℓ, then at least
⌈

k
2r

⌉
−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1 arms of Hm,ℓ

have their estimates of the expected rewards larger than that of the best arm.

Let Nm,ℓ denote the number of arms in Hm,ℓ whose estimates of the expected rewards are larger
than that of the best arm. By Lemma A.16, we have

E [Nm,ℓ] =
∑

i∈Hm,ℓ

P (µ̂m,ℓ(i
∗
m) < µ̂m,ℓ(i)) ≤ exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

) ∑
i∈Hm,ℓ

exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,i

32
⌈

k
2r−1

⌉)

≤ exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
|Hm,ℓ| max

i∈Hm,ℓ

exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,i

32
⌈

k
2ℓ−1

⌉)

≤ exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)(
|Gm,ℓ−1| −

⌈
k

2ℓ+1⌉

⌉)
exp

−
nm∆2

m,⌈ k

2ℓ+1 ⌉+1

32
⌈

k
2ℓ−1

⌉


≤ exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)(
|Gm,ℓ−1| −

⌈
k

2ℓ+1

⌉)
exp

−
nm∆2

m,⌈ k

2ℓ+1 ⌉+1

32
(⌈

k
2ℓ−1

⌉
+ 1
)
 .

Then, together with Markov’s inequality, we obtain

P (i∗m /∈ Gm,ℓ) ≤ P
(
Tm,ℓ ≥

⌈
k

2ℓ

⌉
−
⌈

k

2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1

)
≤ E [Tm,ℓ]⌈

k
2ℓ

⌉
−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1

≤
|Gm,ℓ−1| −

⌈
k

2ℓ+1

⌉⌈
k
2ℓ

⌉
−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1

exp

−
nm∆2

m,⌈ k

2ℓ+1 ⌉+1

32
(⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1
)
 .

When ℓ = 1, we have |Gm,ℓ−1| = A. Thus,

|Gm,ℓ−1| −
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉⌈
k
2r

⌉
−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1

=
A−

⌈
k

2ℓ+1

⌉⌈
k
2r

⌉
−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1

≤ A
k
2 − k

22

=
4A

k
.
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When ℓ > 1, we have |Gm,ℓ−1| =
⌈

k
2ℓ−1

⌉
. Thus,

|Gm,ℓ−1| −
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉⌈
k
2r

⌉
−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1

=

⌈
k

2ℓ−1

⌉
−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉⌈
k
2r

⌉
−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1

≤
k

2ℓ−1 + 1−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
k
2ℓ

−
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1

≤
3 · k

2ℓ+1 + k
2ℓ+1 + 1−

⌈
k

2ℓ+1

⌉
k

2ℓ+1 + k
2ℓ+1 + 1−

⌈
k

2ℓ+1

⌉
≤ 3

where the last inequality results from the fact that for any x, y > 0, 3x+y
x+y ≤ 3. Therefore, for this

specific realization of Gm,ℓ−1 satisfying 1 ∈ Gm,ℓ−1,

P (i∗m /∈ Gm,ℓ) ≤


4A
k exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,iℓ

32im,ℓ

)
when ℓ = 1

3 exp
(

cL4
x

kω2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,iℓ

32im,ℓ

)
when ℓ > 1

where im,ℓ =
⌈

k
2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1. Finally, by the law of total probability, the error probability of phase ℓ

conditioned on i∗m ∈ Gm,ℓ−1 can be bounded as

P [i∗m /∈ Gm,ℓ | i∗m ∈ Gm,ℓ−1] ≤


4A
k exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,iℓ

32im,ℓ

)
when ℓ = 1

3 exp
(

cL4
x

kω2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,iℓ

32im,ℓ

)
when ℓ > 1.

The claim of the lemma follows.

Now we prove the main theorem for linear MTRL FB-DOE.

Theorem 2. Define ∆ = minm mini∈X ∆m,i, Mn ≥ ⌈L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2∆2 ⌉ and ℓ > 1. The total

probability of error of the algorithm for ℓ > 1 is given by

8 exp

(
−Mn

log2 d

)
+M (3 log2 k) exp

(
− n

64H2, lin
+

cL4
x

kω2

)
and ∥x∥ ≤ Lx, ω > 0 is defined in Assumption 2.2 and H2, lin = maxm∈[M ] max2≤i≤k

i
∆2

m,i
is the

linear MTRL hardness parameter.

Proof. Stage 1: Using Lemma A.6 we can show that the probability of error in the first stage is
bounded by

8d exp (−Mn)
(a)

≤ 8 exp

(
−Mn

log2 d

)
.

where, (a) follows as

exp (−Mn+ log d) ≤ exp

(
− Mn

log2 d

)
.

The above inequality holds true because

−Mn+ log d ≤
(
− Mn

log2 d

)
=⇒ (log2 d) log d−Mn (log2 d) ≤ −Mn

=⇒ (log2 d) log d ≤ Mn (log2 d)−Mn

(b)
=⇒ (log2 d) log d ≤ Mn (log2 d− 1)
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We can now substitute the lower bound value of Mn ≥
⌈

L4
xk

2d2c′(ρ5)
2
log2(2d)

ω2∆2

⌉
and see that (b)

holds true, and d ≫ k and k ≥ 2. So we have log2 d ≫ 1 and so (log2 d− 1) is a positive quantity.

Also we have shown in Lemma A.10 that if the good event Fn holds, then we get a valid G-optimal
design and

∥∥∥(B̂⊥
n )

⊤B
∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω
L2

x
, ω
L2

x
exp (−Mn)

}
for Mn ≥ ⌈L4

xk
2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

ω2∆2 ⌉.

Stage 2: By applying Lemma A.14 and Lemma A.17, we have

P
(
î∗m ̸= i∗m

)
= P

[
i∗m /∈ Gm,⌈log2 k⌉

]
≤

⌈log2 k⌉∑
ℓ=1

P [i∗m /∈ Gm,ℓ | i∗m ∈ Gm,ℓ−1]

≤ exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

) ⌈log2 k⌉∑
ℓ=2

3 exp

(
−
nm∆2

m,iℓ

32im,ℓ

)

≤ (3 (⌈log2 k⌉ − 1)) exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
−nm

32
· 1

max2≤i≤d
i

∆2
i

)

< (3 log2 k) exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
− nm

32H2, lin

)
where H2, lin is defined as

H2, lin = max
m∈[M ]

max
2≤i≤k

i

∆2
m,i

.

Note that this is for a single task m. So the total probability of error in stage 2 is given by

M (3 log2 k) exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
− nm

32H2, lin

)

Combining both stage 1 and stage 2 and substituting the value of nm we get that the total probability
of error is given by

8d exp (−Mn) +M (3 log2 k) exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
− n

64H2, lin

)
(20)

The claim of the theorem follows.

Remark A.18. (Rounding Error) Note that FB-DOE samples each arm ⌈τEmbE
x (i)⌉ in stage 1 and

⌈bG
m,ℓ(i) · nm(k)⌉ times in stage 2. However, this may lead to oversampling of an arm than what

the design ( G or E-optimal) is suggesting. However, we can match the number of allocations of an
arm to the design using efficient Rounding Procedures (Pukelsheim, 2006; Fiez et al., 2019). This
results in an estimation error of at most a multiplicative factor of (1β), for some β > 0 (Lattimore &
Szepesvári, 2020; Fiez et al., 2019; Du et al., 2023). For convenience and easier exposition of our
result, we drop this factor of (1 + β).
Remark A.19. (Algorithmic Discussion) Note that the allocation of n/2 total number of samples to
each stage may seem arbitrary and one might be tempted to allocate total samples to the two stages
more carefully. One such approach is shown in Chen et al. (2022) which studies the representation of
learning in an active learning setting and minimizes the expected risk. However, we note that such an
approach will only result in a linear scaling with C ′n for some C ′ > 0 while the scaling with the
dimensions will remain unchanged which is the main theme of this paper.
Remark A.20. (Discussion on Bound) Observe that the probability of error depends on budget n,
ambient dimension d, latent dimension k and linear hardness parameter H2, lin . The H2, lin quantifies
the difficulty of identifying the best arm in the linear bandit MTRL setting. In the single task setting,
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when M = 1, then the bounds scale with the ambient dimension d. Then the H2, lin = max2≤i≤d
i

∆2 .
This single task H2, lin generalizes its stochastic bandit analogue H2,stoc = max2≤i≤A

i
∆2

i
proposed

by Audibert et al. (2010); Bubeck et al. (2009) for standard multi-armed bandits. Note that H2, lin
is never larger than H2,stoc since H2, lin is a function of the first d− 1 optimality gaps while H2,stoc
considers all of the d− 1 optimality gaps. In general, we have

H2, lin ≤ H2,stoc ≤
A

d
H2, lin

and both inequalities are essentially sharp, i.e., can be achieved by some linear bandit instances. This
shows that the hardness in linear bandits due to their correlated structure should depend on d instead
of A. Finally, note that when M > 1, it follows that H2, lin should scale with the worst possible d
gaps among all tasks.

Observe that the final probability of error in (20) consists of two terms. The first term is the probability
of error in estimation of the feature extractor B. The second term is the error in the estimation of the
optimal arm in each task. Additionally, the factor exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
captures the error in estimating latent

features. Also, note that from (20) we can show that

(3 log2 k) exp

(
cL4

x

kω2

)
exp

(
− n

64H2, lin

)
= exp

(
− n

64H2, lin
+ log (3 log2 k) +

cL4
x

kω2

)
(a)

≤ exp

(
− n

192H2, lin log2 k
+

cL4
x

kω2

)
where, (a) follows as

exp
(
− n

64
+ log log2 k

)
≤ exp

(
− n

64
+ log2 3k

)
≤ exp

(
− n

192 log2 k

)
Then we introduce another novel lemma Lemma A.12 which shows using Lemma A.10 and (17)
that the latent feature estimation is low. In Lemma A.13 we ensure that the estimation error with
the latent parameter is low. This requires a different analysis than similar art in Du et al. (2023);
Yang et al. (2020; 2022) as they only study fixed confidence or regret minimization setting. In the
second stage, our technical novelty lies in controlling the probability of error for the noisy latent
features in low dimensional multi-task linear bandits. This is shown in Lemma A.14, Lemma A.16,
and Lemma A.17. Note that this approach differs from the existing art of fixed budget linear bandit
settings (Katz-Samuels et al., 2020; Yang & Tan, 2021; Azizi et al., 2022) and significantly different
than the fixed confidence linear bandit proofs in (Soare et al., 2014; Mason et al., 2021; Degenne &
Koolen, 2019).
Remark A.21. (Comparison with Peace, BayesGap, and GSE) We now comment on the choice
of OD-LinBAI in the second stage of FB-DOE as opposed to Peace (Katz-Samuels et al., 2020),
BayesGap (Hoffman et al., 2014) or GSE (Azizi et al., 2022). In Yang & Tan (2021) they show that
OD-LinBAI is minimax optimal in case of stochastic K-armed bandits, which is a special case of
single task linear bandit setting. However, Yang & Tan (2021) also shows that Peace is not minimax
optimal and suffers from an additional factor of log d. This same argument also holds for FB-DOE.
The BayesGap (Hoffman et al., 2014) algorithm works in the Bayesian linear bandit setting. It
requires access to the problem-dependent parameter H1 =

∑
i ∆

−2
i in a single task linear bandit

setting. Note, that H1 needs to be estimated using the true reward gap means, which is not practical.
However, our algorithm FB-DOEdoes not require such access to the problem-dependent parameter
H1. Finally, we discuss the GSE algorithm (Azizi et al., 2022) which is also motivated by G-optimal
design (Pukelsheim, 2006). Azizi et al. (2022) shows that GSE and OD-LinBAI outperform each
other in some domains. In the case of single task linear bandits when A < O(d2) the OD-LinBAI
has a lower probability of error, whereas in the case when A = dq for some q > 2, the GSE has a
lower probability of error. The same argument also holds for FB-DOE. Nevertheless, our approach in
stage 2 is quite general once the latent features have been estimated from stage 1 with exponentially
decaying probability. After that, an algorithmic modification in stage 2 (similar to GSE) enables us to
plug in the result of GSE to our bound. We leave this to future work.
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A.4 Bi-Linear Bandit Fixed Budget Proofs

Stage 1 for FB-DOE

Define W+
batch :=

(
W⊤

batch Wbatch
)−1

W⊤
batch where W+

batch = [w1,w2, . . . ,wτm
E
]⊤ is constructed

through the E-optimal design. Let w = vec(x; z) ∈ Rd1d2 . Also note that ρE1 = ρE2 = . . . = ρEM =
ρE as the action set X , and Z are common across the tasks. Also rotate Θm,∗ ∈ Rd1×d2 into the
vector θm,∗ ∈ Rd1d2 . Then recall that

θ̂t,m,j = W+
batch rm,t,

where, θ̂m,t ∈ Rd1d2 . In stage 1 it builds the estimator Ẑn as follows: The estimated parameter for
task m at round t be denoted by θ̂m,t ∈ Rd1d2 such that

θ̂m,t = (

τE
m∑

t=1

wm,tw
⊤
m,t)

−1

τE
m∑

t=1

wm,trm,t

Then calculate the estimate at round n as

Ẑn=
3

Mn

M∑
m=1

τE
m∑

t=1

θ̂m,tθ̂
⊤
m,t−(

τE
m∑

t=1

wm,tw
⊤
m,t)

−1 (21)

Lemma A.22. Define the event

Fn :=

{
∥Zn − E [Zn]∥ ≥ C

∥∥W+
batch

∥∥2(2c(d1d2)
2

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

))}

It follows then that

P (Fn) ≤ 4d1d2 exp (−Mn)

Proof. We again proceed as Lemma A.6. Set R =
√
Mn and define the truncation matrix An,Cn

as in the Lemma A.6. Then we can show that the quantity

∥Zn − E [Zn]∥ ≤
∥∥W+

batch

∥∥2 (∥An − E [An]∥+ ∥Cn − E [Cn]∥)

such that ∥Am,t,i∥ ≤ 3
Mn · 2(d1d2)cR, and ∥Cm,t,i∥ ≤ 3

Mn · 2(d1d2)c′R where c, c′ > 0. Note
that ∥Cm,t,i∥ ≤ 1

Mn · 2(d1d2)c′R because log(n/δ) ≤
√
Mn. Now using the truncated Matrix

Bernstein inequality we have that

∥Zn − E [Zn]∥ ≤
∥∥W+

batch

∥∥2(2(d1d2)c

Mn
· 2(d1d2) ·

(
R+

1

R

)
exp

(
−R2

2

)
+
(d1d2)

Mn
· 2(d1d2)c′ ·

(
R+

1

R

)
exp

(
−R2

2

))
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holds as the noise |ηm,t| ≤ R with probability 1 − 4(d1d2) exp
(
−R2

2

)
because ηm,t is 1-sub

Gaussian and c, c′ > 0. Setting R =
√
Mn we have that

∥Zn − E [Zn]∥ ≤
∥∥W+

batch

∥∥2(2(d1d2)c

Mn
· 2(d1d2) ·

(√
Mn+

1√
Mn

)
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
+
(d1d2)

Mn
· 2(d1d2)c′ ·

(√
Mn+

1√
Mn

)
exp

(
−Mn

2

))
≤
∥∥W+

batch

∥∥2(2c(d1d2)
2

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
+

2c(d1d2)
2

(Mn)3/2
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
+
2c′(d1d2)

2

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
+

2c′(d1d2)
2

(Mn)3/2
exp

(
−Mn

2

))
≤ C

∥∥W+
batch

∥∥2(2c(d1d2)
2

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

))
The claim of the lemma follows.

Lemma A.23. (Expectation of Ẑn ). It holds that E
[
Ẑn

]
= Z = 1

M

∑M
m=1 θm,∗θ

⊤
m,∗.

Proof. First note that the total number of samples in stage 1 is sufficiently high such that

n

3
>

L4
x(k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)

S2
rω

2M∆2
≥

⌈
Cn
(
ρE
)2

k1k
4
2

M
polylog

(
ρE , d1d2, k1k2

)⌉
for some constant C > 0 and δ = c′ exp(−n) for som c′ > 0. for some constant C > 0 and
δ = c′ exp(−n) for som c′ > 0. Then for the first stage after n

2 samples we can re-write

Ẑn =
2

M
∑

m τEm

M∑
m=1

τE
m∑

t=1

θm,tθ
⊤
m,t −W+

batch

(
W+

batch

)⊤
.

Now using Lemma A.7 we can prove the claim of the lemma.

Lemma A.24. (Concentration of B̂1,n ). Suppose that event Fn holds. Then, for any n > 0,∥∥∥(B̂⊥
1,n)

⊤B1

∥∥∥ ≤ c′ρE(k1k2)(d1d2)

Sr

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
for some constant c′ > 0 and ρEm=minb∈△W

∥∥(∑w∈W b(i)w(i)w(i)⊤)−1
∥∥.

Proof. Using the Davis-Kahan sin θ Theorem (Bhatia, 2013) and letting τEm be large enough to satisfy∥∥∥Ẑn − Z
∥∥∥
F
≤ C1(d1d2)

2√
M

∑
m τE

m

exp
(
−Mn

2

)
, we have

∥∥∥(B̂⊥
1,n)

⊤B1

∥∥∥ ≤

∥∥∥Ẑn − E
[
Ẑn

]∥∥∥
σr

(
E
[
Ẑn

])
− σr+1

(
E
[
Ẑn

])
−
∥∥∥Ẑn − E

[
Ẑn

]∥∥∥
(a)

≤ k1k2
Src0

∥∥∥Ẑn − E
[
Ẑn

]∥∥∥
(b)

≤
ck1k2c0

∥∥W+
batch

∥∥2 (d1d2)
Sr

√
M
∑

m τEm
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
(c)

≤ c′ρE(k1k2)(d1d2)

Sr

√
M
∑

m τEm
exp

(
−Mn

2

)
=

c′ρE(k1k2)(d1d2)

Sr

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
where, (a) follows from Assumption 3.1, the (b) follows from event Fn and (c) follows as∥∥W+

batch

∥∥2 ≤ 4ρEm, and τEm = n
3M . The claim of the lemma follows.
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Lemma A.25. (Concentration of B̂2,n ). Suppose that event Fn holds. Then, for any n > 0,∥∥∥(B̂⊥
2,n)

⊤B2

∥∥∥ ≤ c′ρE(k1k2)(d1d2)

Sr

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
for some constant c′ > 0 and ρEm=minb∈△W

∥∥(∑w∈W b(i)w(i)w(i)⊤)−1
∥∥.

Proof. Using the Davis-Kahan sin θ Theorem (Bhatia, 2013) and letting τEm be large enough to satisfy∥∥∥Ẑn − Z
∥∥∥
F
≤ C1(k1k2)(d1d2)√

M
∑

m τE
m

exp
(
−Mn

2

)
, we have following the same steps as in Lemma A.24 that

∥∥∥(B̂⊥
2,n)

⊤B2

∥∥∥ ≤

∥∥∥Ẑn − E
[
Ẑn

]∥∥∥
σr

(
E
[
Ẑn

])
− σr+1

(
E
[
Ẑn

])
−
∥∥∥Ẑn − E

[
Ẑn

]∥∥∥
≤ c′ρE(k1k2)(d1d2)

Sr

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
where, (a) follows from Assumption 3.1, the (b) follows from event Fn and (c) follows as∥∥W+

batch

∥∥2 ≤ 4ρEm, and τEm = n
3M . The claim of the lemma follows.

We now need to show that σmin(
∑

g̃m(i)∈G bm(i)g̃(i)g̃(i)⊤) > 0. If this holds true then we can
sample following E-optimal design in the second stage and the solution to the E-optimal design in
the second phase is not vacuous.

Lemma A.26. For Mn > ⌈ (k1k2)
2(d1d2)

2c′(ρE
m)2 log2(2(d1d2))

S2
rω

2∆2 ⌉ we have

σmin(
∑
i

bE
w̃(i)w̃(i)w̃(i)⊤) > 0

Proof. We can show that∑
i

bE
w̃(i)w̃(i)w̃(i)⊤

(a)
=
∑
i

bE(i)
(
B̂⊤

1,nxm(i)xm(i)B̂⊤
1,n

)
Ŝm,n

(
B̂⊤

2,nzm(i)zm(i)B̂⊤
2,n

)
where, in (a) the bE(i) is the sampling proportion for the arms x, and z.∥∥∥(B̂⊥

1,n)
⊤B1

∥∥∥ ≤ c′ρE(k1k2)(d1d2)

Sr

√
Mn

exp

(
−Mn

2

)
(a)

≤ ω

L2
x

c′Srρ
E(k1k2)(d1d2)∆

c′Sr(k1k2)(d1d2)ρE log(2d)
exp

(
−M

2
· L

4
x(k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2(d1d2))

S2
rω

2M∆2

)
=

ω

L2
x

∆

log(2d)︸ ︷︷ ︸
≤1

exp

(
− (k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2(d1d2))

2S2
rω

2∆2

)

≤ ω

L2
x

exp

(
− (k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2(d1d2))

2S2
rω

2∆2

)
where (a) follows by substituting the value of n, and observe that the last inequality does not depend
on the number of tasks M or budget n. Hence, for Mn ≥ ⌈ (k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2c′(ρE

m)2 log2(2(d1d2))
S2
rω

2∆2 ⌉

∥∥∥B̂⊤
1,nB

⊥
1

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
(22)
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Similarly we can show for n ≥ (k1k2)
2(d1d2)

2c′(ρE
m)2 log2(2(d1d2))

S2
rMω2∆2

∥∥∥B̂⊤
2,nB

⊥
2

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
(23)

Then recall that for two positive semidefinite matrices A,B we have that

λmin(A)λmin(B) ≤ λmin(AB).

Then we apply Lemma A.11 to show that

σmin

(∑
i

bE
w(i)

(
B̂⊤

1,nxm(i)xm(i)B̂⊤
1,n

))
> 0, σmin

(∑
i

bE
w(i)

(
B̂⊤

2,nzm(i)zm(i)B̂⊤
2,n

))
> 0

and the σmin(Ŝm,n) > 0 by the construction of (7). Hence we get the claim of the lemma.

Lemma A.27. Suppose that event Fn holds and Mn > ⌈L4
x(k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2L4

xc
′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)

S2
rω

2∆2 ⌉. Then
define

Vm =
∑
i

bE
w̃ (i) w̃m(i)w̃m(i)⊤.

where, w̃m(i) = vec(g̃m(i); ṽm(i)). For any task m ∈ [M ] and xj ∈ Rd,

∥w̃(j)∥2V−1
m

≤ ∥w(j)∥2V−1
m

+
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2
exp(−Mn)

for some constant c > 0

Proof. The proof of this lemma follows directly from Lemma A.12 and using the relation from (22)
and (23) ∥∥∥B̂⊤

1,nB
⊥
1

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
∥∥∥B̂⊤

2,nB
⊥
2

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
Plugging the value of n and usin Assumption 3.2, we have that for any task m ∈
[M ],

∑
i b

E
w (i)B⊤

1 x(i)x(i)
⊤B1 and

∑
i b

E
w (i)B⊤

2 x(i)x(i)
⊤B2 is invertible we can get the claim

of the lemma.

Let ŝm,n = vec(Ŝm,n) ∈ Rk1k2 and sm,∗ = vec(Sm,∗) ∈ Rk1k2 .

Lemma A.28. Let Fn hold. Define ∆̃m,i = w̃(i)⊤ŝm,n − w̃(i∗m)⊤ŝm,n and ∆m,i = w(i)⊤sm,∗ −
w(i∗m)⊤sm,∗. Then the estimation error in second stage is given by

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤ 6kLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
.

Further for Mn > ⌈L4
x(k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)

Srω2∆2 ⌉ we have that

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤
∆m,i

2
.
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Proof. The proof follows the same steps as in Lemma A.13 by first using the relation that under the
event Fn the following holds,∥∥∥B̂⊤

1,nB
⊥
1

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
∥∥∥B̂⊤

2,nB
⊥
2

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
.

Then plugging in the value of n gives the claim of the lemma. This can be shown as follows:

∣∣(w̃ − w̃′)⊤ŝm,n − (w̃ − w̃′)⊤sm,∗
∣∣ ≤ 2k1k2 · LxLw

∥∥∥B̂⊤
1,nB

⊥
1

∥∥∥∥∥∥B̂⊤
2,nB

⊥
2

∥∥∥+
√

ρE · 2 log
(
4n2M

δ

)
√
n

+ 2LxLw

∥∥∥B̂⊤
1,nB

⊥
1

∥∥∥∥∥∥B̂⊤
2,nB

⊥
2

∥∥∥
Setting Lw = 1, ρE = 2k1k2 and log

(
4n2M

δ

)
= n and as the event Fn holds, we get that

∣∣(w̃ − w̃′)⊤ŝm,n − (w̃ − w̃′)⊤sm,∗
∣∣ ≤ 6k1k2Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
This implies that

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤ 6k1k2Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
Now for Mn > ⌈L4

x(k1k2)
2(d1d2)

2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)
ω2∆2 ⌉ we can show that

6k1k2Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
= 6k1k2Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
≤ 6k1k2Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

(2d)
−L4

x(k1k2)2(d1d2)2c′(ρE)2

S2
rω2∆2

}
(a)

≤ ∆

2

(b)

≤ ∆m,i

2

where, (a) holds as for any ∆ > 0, d, k > 1, ω > 0 the following holds

log(
∆

12
) + log(

Lx

kω
) > −L4

x(k1k2)
2(d1d2)

2c′(ρE)2

S2
rω

2∆2
log(2d1d2).

The (b) holds as ∆m,i ≥ ∆. The claim of the lemma follows.

Second Stage for FB-DOE

Good Event: Define the good event F ′
n that the algorithm has a good estimate of Sm,∗ for each

m ∈ [M ] as follows:

F ′
n =

{∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − Sm,∗

∥∥∥
F
≤ c(k1 + k2)

3/2
√
r√

n

}
, (24)

where, C2 > 0, some nonzero constant. Let the matrix W̃t = x̃tz̃
⊤
t .

Lemma A.29. (Restatement of Lemma 23 of Lu et al. (2021), Converence under RSC, adapted
from Proposition 10.1 in Wainwright (2019)) Suppose the observations W̃1, . . . ,W̃n ∈ Rk1×k2

satisfies the non-scaled RSC condition, such that

1

n

n∑
t=1

〈
W̃t,S

〉2
≥ κ∥S∥2F − τ2n∥S∥2nuc,∀S ∈ Rk1×k2 .
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Then under the event G :=
{∥∥∥ 1

n

∑n
t=1 ηtW̃t

∥∥∥ ≤ λn

2

}
, any optimal solution Ŝn to (7) satisfies the

bound below:

∥∥∥Ŝn − S∗

∥∥∥2
F
≤ 4.5

λ2
n

κ2
r,

where r = rank (Θ∗) and 1
τ2
n
≥ 64r

κ .

Lemma A.30. (Restatement of Theorem 15 of (Lu et al., 2021), Distribution b satisfies RSC)
Sample W̃1, . . . ,W̃n/3 ∈ Rk1×k2 from W̃ according to b, and define w̃i := vec

(
W̃i

)
, Q̃ =[

w̃T
1 ; . . . ; w̃

T
n

]
∈ Rn/3×k1k2 and Γ̂ := 3

nQ̃
T Q̃. Let Σn be the covariance matrix after sampling

W̃t using distribution b. Then under the condition that the minimum eigenvalue of covariance matrix
Σn is greater than 0, there exists constants c1, c2 > 0, such that with probability 1− δ,

S̃T
mΓ̂S̃m =

3

n

n/3∑
t=1

〈
W̃t,Sm

〉2
≥ c1

k1k2
∥Sm∥2F − c2 (k1 + k2)

nk1k2
∥Sm∥2nuc,∀Sm ∈ Rk1×k2 ,

for n = Ω
(
(k1 + k2) log

(
1
δ

))
, where S̃m := vec(Sm,∗).

Lemma A.30 states that sampling W̃t from W̃ according to distribution b guarantees that the
sampled arms satisfies Restricted String Convexity (RSC) condition. We further show that un-
der RSC condition, the estimated Ŝm,n is guaranteed to converge to Sm,∗ at a fast rate in
Lemma A.31. Using Lemma A.26, and Lemma A.28 we know that in the second stage for
Mn > ⌈L4

x(k1k2)
2(d1d2)

2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)
S2
rω

2∆2 ⌉ the minimum eigenvalue is greater than 0, and the es-
timation error of features are small. We also know from Jun et al. (2019) that E-optimal design
satisfies the property of the distribution D.

Lemma A.31. The event Fn ∩ F ′
n in (24) holds with probability greater than 1 − 2(k1 +

k2)
3/2 exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−n

2

)
.

Proof. Define the rare event ξ :=
{
maxt=1,...,T1

|ηt| >
√
2n
}

, so that P(ξ) ≤ exp (−n) can be
proved by the definition of sub-Gaussian. Define By matrix Bernstein inequality, the probability of
G (λn)

c can be bounded in the following way using Lemma A.29 as follows:

P

(∥∥∥∥∥ 1n
n∑

t=1

ηtW̃t

∥∥∥∥∥ > ϵ

)
(a)

≤ P

(∥∥∥∥∥ 1n
n∑

t=1

ηtW̃t

∥∥∥∥∥ > ϵ | ξc
)

+ P(ξ)

(b)

≤ (k1 + k2) exp

 −nϵ2/2

2 log
(
4n
δ

)
max {1/k1, 1/k2}+ ϵ

√
2 log

(
4n
δ

)
/3

+ δ/2

where, in (a) the matrix W̃t = x̃tz̃
⊤
t , and (b) follows from Matrix Bernstein inequality. Now

setting log
(
k1+k2

δ

)
= n, p = k1 + k2 ≥ max {1/k1, 1/k2}. This implies that log

(
4n
δ

)
≤ (k1 +
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k2) log(4n) + n ≤ 2np. Then set

(k1 + k2) exp

(
−nϵ2/2

4np2 + ϵ
√
4np/3

)
= δ

=⇒ exp

(
−nϵ2/2

4np2 + ϵ
√
4np/3

)
=

δ

k1 + k2

=⇒ 4np2 + ϵ
√
4np/3

nϵ2/2
= log

(
k1 + k2

δ

)
=⇒ 4np2 + ϵ

√
4np/3

log
(
k1+k2

δ

) = nϵ2/2

=⇒ 4np2 + 2ϵ
√
4np/3

n log
(
k1+k2

δ

) = ϵ2

=⇒ 4p

log
(
k1+k2

δ

) + ϵ2
√
4p

3
√
n log

(
k1+k2

δ

) = ϵ2

=⇒ ϵ2 − ϵ2
√
4p

3n
√
n

− 4p

n
= 0

=⇒ ϵ =

2
√
4p

n
√
n
+
√

16p
9n3 + 4 · 1 · 4p

n

2

=⇒ ϵ =

√
4p

n
√
n
+ 2

√
p

9n3
+

p

n

where the last equality follows by quadratic formula. Therefore by setting ϵ = c(k1+k2)√
n

for some
constant c > 0 we get that

P

(∥∥∥∥∥ 1n
n∑

t=1

ηtW̃t

∥∥∥∥∥ >
c(k1 + k2)√

n

)
≤ C (k1 + k2) exp

(
−n

2

)

for some constant C > 0. Now set λn = 2ϵ, we need λ2
n = C(k1+k2)

n and under this condition we
have P (G (λn)) ≥ 1 − C (k1 + k2) exp

(−n
2

)
. Finally we complete the proof by noting that the

scaling of the right hand side in Lemma A.29 under above choice of λn is less than (k1+k2)
3r

n . This
yields that

P(F ′
n) = P

(∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − Sm,∗

∥∥∥
F
≥ c(k1 + k2)

3/2
√
r√

n

)
≤ C (k1 + k2)

3/2
exp

(
−n

2

)
.

Finally, note that the latent feature estimation error in the second stage results in an additional factor
of exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
. This yields that

P(F ′
n) = P

(∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − Sm,∗

∥∥∥
F
≥ c(k1 + k2)

3/2
√
r√

n

)
≤ C (k1 + k2)

3/2
exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−n

2

)
.

The claim of the lemma follows.

Lemma A.32. (Concentration of Ûm,n ). Suppose that event Fn holds. Then, for any n > 0,∥∥∥(Û⊥
m,n)

⊤Um

∥∥∥ ≤ c′(k1k2)
2.5

√
r

Sr
√
n

exp

(
−n

2

)
,

for some constant c′ > 0.
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Proof. Using the Davis-Kahan sin θ Theorem (Bhatia, 2013) and letting τEm = n
3M be large enough

to satisfy
∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − Sm,∗

∥∥∥
F
≤ c(k1+k2)

3/2√r√
n

, we have

∥∥∥(Û⊥
m,n)

⊤Um

∥∥∥ ≤

∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − E
[
Ŝm,∗

]∥∥∥
σr

(
E
[
Ŝm,∗

])
− σr+1

(
E
[
Ŝm,∗

])
−
∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − E

[
Ŝm,∗

]∥∥∥
(a)

≤ k1k2
Src0

∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − E
[
Ŝm,∗

]∥∥∥
(b)

≤ c′(k1k2)(k1 + k2)
3/2

√
r

Sr
√
n

exp

(
−n

2

)
≤ c′(k1k2)

2.5
√
r

Sr
√
n

exp

(
−n

2

)
where, (a) follows from Assumption 3.1, the (b) follows from event F ′

n. The claim of the lemma
follows.

Lemma A.33. (Concentration of V̂m,n ). Suppose that event F ′
n holds. Then, for any n > 0,∥∥∥(V̂⊥

m,n)
⊤Vm

∥∥∥ ≤ c′(k1k2)
2.5

√
r

Sr
√
n

exp

(
−n

2

)
for some constant c′ > 0.

Proof. Using the Davis-Kahan sin θ Theorem (Bhatia, 2013) and letting τEm = n
3M be large enough

to satisfy
∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − Sm,∗

∥∥∥
F
≤ c(k1+k2)

3/2√r√
n

, we have following the same steps as in Lemma A.32
that

∥∥∥(V̂⊥
m,n)

⊤Vm

∥∥∥ (a)

≤

∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − E
[
Ŝm,∗

]∥∥∥
σr

(
E
[
Ŝm,∗

])
− σr+1

(
E
[
Ŝm,∗

])
−
∥∥∥Ŝm,∗ − E

[
Ŝm,∗

]∥∥∥
(b)

≤ c′(k1k2)
2.5

√
r

Sr
√
n

exp

(
−n

2

)
where, (a) follows from Assumption 3.1, the (b) follows from event F ′

n. The claim of the lemma
follows.

Arm rotation in Stage 2 Recall that the SVD of Ŝm,n = Ûm,nD̂m,nV̂
⊤
m,n. Define Ĥm,ℓ =

[Ûm,nÛ
⊥
m,n]

⊤Ŝm,n[V̂m,nV̂
⊥
m,n]. Then define the vectorized arm set so that the last (k1 − r) ·

(k2 − r) components are from the complementary subspaces as follows:

Gm,0 =
{[
vec

(
g̃m,1:rṽ

⊤
m,1:r

)
;vec

(
g̃m,r+1:k1

ṽ⊤
m,1:r

)
;

vec
(
g̃m,1:rṽ

⊤
m,r+1:k2

)
;vec

(
g̃m,r+1:k1 ṽ

⊤
m,r+1:k2

)]}
ŝm,n,1:k̃ = [vec(Ĥm,n,1:r,1:r);vec(Ĥm,n,r+1:k1,1:r);

vec(Ĥm,n,1:r,r+1:k2)],

ŝm,n,k̃+1:k1k2
= vec(Ĥm,n,r+1:k1,r+1:k2). (25)

Finally we estimate the

ŝm,n = argmin
s

1
2∥Wm,ns− rm∥22 + 1

2∥s∥
2
Λm,n

(26)
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Lemma A.34. (Restatement of Lemma 3 of Valko et al. (2014)) If λ⊥ = n

3k1k2 log(1+ n
3λ )

, then

log
|VT |
|Λ|

≤ 2k1k2 log
(
1 +

n

3λ

)
Lemma A.35. (Restatement of Lemma 1 of Jun et al. (2019)) Using Lemma A.34 we can show that

∥s∗∥Λ ≤
√
λ
∥∥s1:k̃∥∥22 + λ⊥

∥∥∥sk̃+1:k1k2

∥∥∥2
2
≤

√
λB +

√
λ⊥B⊥

Setting B⊥ = 3
n , and λ⊥ = n

3k1k2 log(1+ n
3λ )

results in 1
2 ∥s∗∥

2
Λ ≤ 1

36n .

Lemma A.36. For Mn > ⌈ (k1k2)
2(d1d2)

2L4
xc

′(ρE
m)2 log2(2(d1d2))

S2
rω

2∆2 ⌉ we have

σmin(
∑
i

bE
w(i)w(i)w(i)⊤) > 0

Proof. We can show that∑
i

bE
w(i)w(i)w(i)⊤

(a)
=
∑
i

bE
w(i)

(
Û⊤

m,nx̃mx̃mÛ⊤
1,n

)
D̂m,n

(
V̂⊤

m,nz̃mz̃mV̂⊤
m,n

)
where, in (a) the bG

m(i) is the sampling proportion for the arms x̃ ∈ Rk1 , z̃ ∈ Rk2 , Û ∈ Rk1×r and
V̂ ∈ Rk1×r. Also note that from Lemma A.32 and Lemma A.33 we know that∥∥∥(Û⊥

m,n)
⊤Um

∥∥∥ ≤ c′(k1k2)
2
√
r

Sr
√
n

exp

(
−n

2

)
(a)

≤ ω

L2
x

c′Srρ
E(k1k2)(d1d2)∆

c′Sr(k1k2)dρE log(2d)
exp

(
−M

2
· L

4
x(k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2L4

xc
′(ρE)2 log2(2d)

S2
rω

2M∆2

)
=

ω

L2
x

∆

log(2d)︸ ︷︷ ︸
≤1

exp

(
− (k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2c′L4

x(ρ
E)2 log2(2d)

2S2
rω

2∆2

)

≤ ω

L2
x

exp

(
− (k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2c′L4

x(ρ
E)2 log2(2d)

2S2
rω

2∆2

)
where (a) follows by substituting the value of n, and observe that the last inequality does not depend
on the number of tasks M or budget n. Hence, for Mn ≥ ⌈ (k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2L4

xc
′(ρE

m)2 log2(2(d1d2))
S2
rω

2∆2 ⌉ we
have ∥∥∥Û⊤

m,nU
⊥
m

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−n)

}
. (27)

Similarly we can show that for Mn ≥ ⌈ (k1k2)
2(d1d2)

2L4
xc

′(ρE
m)2 log2(2(d1d2))

S2
rω

2∆2 ⌉ we have

∥∥∥V̂⊤
m,nV

⊥
m

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−n)

}
,
∥∥∥D̂⊤

m,nD
⊥
m

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−n)

}
. (28)

This holds with high probability as the event F ′
n holds true. Then following the same steps as in

Lemma A.26 and applying Lemma A.11 we get the claim of the lemma.

If this holds true then we can sample the following G-optimal design and the solution to the G-optimal
design in the third phase is not vacuous.
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Lemma A.37. Suppose that event F ′
n holds and Mn >

L4
x(k1k2)

2(d1d2)
2L4

xc
′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)

S2
rω

2∆2 . Then
define

Σm,ℓ =
∑
i

bG
m,g̃ (i) g̃m,ℓ(i)g̃m,ℓ(i)

⊤.

For any task m ∈ [M ] and xj ∈ Rd,

∥g̃(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

≤ ∥g(j)∥2Σ−1
m,ℓ

+
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2
exp(−Mn)

for some constant c > 0

Proof. The proof of this lemma follows using the same steps as in Lemma A.12 and using the relation
from (27) and (28) ∥∥∥Û⊤

m,nU
⊥
m

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−n)

}
.∥∥∥V̂⊤

m,nV
⊥
m

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−n)

}
.

Plugging the value of n and using Assumption 3.3, we have that for any task m ∈
[M ],

∑
i b

G
w (i)U⊤

mg(i)g(i)⊤Um and
∑

i b
G
w (i)V⊤

mv(i)v(i)⊤Vm is invertible we can get the
claim of the lemma.

Recall that ŝm,n = vec(Ŝm,n) ∈ R(k1k2 and sm,∗ = vec(Sm,∗) ∈ Rk1k2 .

Lemma A.38. Let ∆̃m,i = g(i)⊤ŝm,n − g(i∗m)⊤ŝm,n and ∆m,i = w(i)⊤sm,∗ − w(i∗m)⊤sm,∗.
Then the estimation error in second stage is given by

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤ 6(k1 + k2)rLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
.

Further for Mn >
L4

x(k1k2)
2(d1d2)

2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)
S2
rω

2∆2 we have that

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤
∆m,i

2
.

Proof. The proof follows the same steps as in Lemma A.13 by first using the relation that∥∥∥Û⊤
m,nU

⊥
m

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
∥∥∥V̂⊤

m,nV
⊥
m

∥∥∥ ≤ min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
.

Then plugging in the value of n gives the claim of the lemma.

Again, for this stage using the same steps as in Lemma A.13 we can bound the estimation error for
any pair of g,g′ ∈ Rk for a task m as follows:∣∣(g − g′)⊤ŝm,n − (g − g′)⊤sm,∗

∣∣ ≤ 2k̃ · LxLw

∥∥∥Û⊤
n,⊥U

∥∥∥∥∥∥V̂⊤
n,⊥V

∥∥∥
+

√
ρEm · 2 log

(
4n2M

δ

)
√
n

+ 2LxLw

∥∥∥Û⊤
n,⊥U

∥∥∥∥∥∥V̂⊤
n,⊥V

∥∥∥
Setting Lw = 1, ρEm = 2k̃ log(1 + n

3λ ) and log
(

4n2M
δ

)
= n and as the event Fn holds, we get that

∣∣(g − g′)⊤ŝm,n − (g − g′)⊤sm,∗
∣∣ ≤ 6k log(1 +

n

3λ
)Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
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This implies that

|∆̃m,i −∆m,i| ≤ 6kLx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn+ log log(1 + n/3λ))

}
Now for n >

L4
xk

2d2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d)
ω2M∆2 we can show that

6k̃Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn)

}
= 6k̃Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

exp (−Mn+ log log(1 + n/3λ))

}
≲ 6k̃Lx min

{
ω

L2
x

,
ω

L2
x

(2d)
−L4

x(k1k2)2(d1d2)2c′(ρE)2

S2
rω2∆2

}
(a)

≤ ∆

2

(b)

≤ ∆m,i

2

where, (a) holds as for any ∆ > 0, d, k > 1, ω > 0 the following holds

log(
∆

12
) + log(

Lx

kω
) > −L4

xk
2d2c′(ρE)2

ω2∆2
log(2d).

The (b) holds as ∆m,i ≥ ∆. The claim of the lemma follows.

Third Stage for FB-DOE

Now we apply the G-optimal design to the rotated arm set.

Lemma A.39. Assume that the best arm i∗m is not eliminated before phase ℓ, i.e., i∗m ∈ Gm,ℓ−1. Then
the probability that the best arm is eliminated in phase ℓ is bounded as

P (i∗m /∈ Gm,ℓ | i∗m ∈ Gm,ℓ−1) ≤


4A

(k1+k2)r
exp

(
cL4

x

(k1+k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,iℓ

32im,ℓ
+ log log(1 + n/3λ)

)
when ℓ = 1

3 exp
(

cL4
x

(k1+k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−

nm∆2
m,iℓ

32im,ℓ
+ log log(1 + n/3λ)

)
when ℓ > 1

where im,ℓ =
⌈
(k1+k2)r

2ℓ+1

⌉
+ 1.

Proof. We use the same proof technique as for the linear budget fixed arm setting in Lemma A.17.
Note that we use the rotated arm set of dimension (k1 + k2)r. Additionally observe that the latent
feature estimation error factor exp

(
cL4

x

(k1+k2)rS2
rω

2

)
that shows up in the bound.

We prove the main theorem for bilinear bandits.

Theorem 3. Define ∆ = minm mini∈X ∆m,i, Mn ≥ ⌈ (d1d2)
2(k1k2)

2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)
ω2S2

r∆
2 ⌉ and ℓ > 1.

Set λ⊥ = n

3k1k2 log(1+ n
3λ )

and λ > 0 in Λm,ℓ for each task m. Then the total probability of error of

the algorithm is given by

8 exp

(
−Mn

log2 d1d2

)
+ CM exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−n

2 log2(k1 + k2)

)
+M (6 log2(k1 + k2)r) exp

(
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
− nm

32H2, bilin

)
.

Proof. Stage 1: Using Lemma A.22 we can show that the probability of error in the first stage is
bounded by

8d1d2 exp (−Mn) ≤ 8 exp

(
−Mn

log2 d1d2

)
.
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Also we have show in Lemma A.10 that if the good event Fn holds, then we get a valid G-optimal
design and

∥∥∥(B̂⊥
n )

⊤B
∥∥∥ ≤ c for some constant c for Mn ≥ ⌈ (d1d2)

2(k1k2)
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)
ω2S2

r∆
2 ⌉.

Stage 2: Using Lemma A.31 we can show that the probability of error in the second stage is bounded
by

CM (k1 + k2)
3/2

exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−n

2

)

Also we have show in Lemma A.36 that if the good event F ′
n holds, then we get a valid G-optimal

design for the third stage.

Stage 3: Assume that Fn ∩ F ′
n holds. First note that by rotation of the arms we have reduced the

effective dimension to k̃ = (k1 + k2)r. By applying Lemma A.14 and Lemma A.17, we have for
ℓ > 1

P
(
î∗m ̸= i∗m

)
= P

[
i∗m /∈ Gm,⌈log2(k1+k2)r⌉

]
≤

⌈log2(k1+k2)r⌉∑
ℓ=1

P [i∗m /∈ Gm,ℓ | i∗m ∈ Gm,ℓ−1]

≤
⌈log2(k1+k2)r⌉∑

ℓ=2

3 exp

(
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−
nm∆2

m,iℓ

32im,ℓ
+ log log(1 + n/3λ)

)

≤ (3 (⌈log2(k1 + k2)r⌉ − 1)) exp

(
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2

)
·

exp

−nm

32
· 1

max2≤i≤(k1+k2)r
i

∆2
m,i

+ log log(1 + n/3λ)


< (3 log2(k1 + k2)r) exp

(
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
− nm

32H2, bilin
+ log log(1 + n/3λ)

)

where H2, bilin is defined as

H2, bilin = max
m∈[M ]

max
2≤i≤(k1+k2)r

i

∆2
m,i

.

Note that this is for a single task m. So the total probability of error in stage 3 is given by

M (3 log2(k1 + k2)r) exp

(
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
− nm

32H2, bilin
+ log log(1 + n/3λ)

)
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Combining stages 1, 2, and 3, and substituting the value of nm (and ignoring the log log factor) we
get that the total probability of error is given by∑

m

P
(
î∗m ̸= i∗m

)
≤ 8 exp

(
−Mn

log2 d1d2

)
+ CM (k1 + k2)

3/2
exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−n

2

)
+M (3 log2(k1 + k2)r) exp

(
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
− n

32H2, bilin

)
(a)

≤ 8 exp

(
−Mn

log2 d1d2

)
+ CM (k1 + k2) exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−n

2

)
+M (6 log2(k1 + k2)r) exp

(
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
− n

32H2, bilin

)
(b)

≤ 8 exp

(
−Mn

log2 d1d2

)
+ CM exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
exp

(
−n

2 log2(k1 + k2)

)
+M (6 log2(k1 + k2)r) exp

(
cL4

x

(k1 + k2)rS2
rω

2

)
exp

(
− n

32H2, bilin

)
(29)

where, (a) follows as√
(k1 + k2) exp

(
−n

2

)
≤ exp

(
− n

32H2, bilin

)
=⇒ exp

(
−n

2
+

3

2
log(k1 + k2)

)
≤ exp

(
− n

32H2, bilin

)
for Mn ≥ (d1d2)

2(k1k2)
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)
ω2S2

r∆
2 . The (b) follows as

exp
(
−n

2
+ log(k1 + k2)

)
≤ exp

(
− n

2 log2(k1 + k2)

)
The claim of the theorem follows.

Remark A.40. (Discussion on Bound) Observe that the probability of error depends on budget
n, ambient dimension d1, d2, latent dimension k1, k2 and bilinear hardness parameter H2, bilin .
The H2, lin quantifies the difficulty of identifying the best arm in the bilinear bandit MTRL setting.
Observe that the final probability of error in (29) consist of three terms. The first term is the probability
of error in estimation of the feature extractors B1, B2. The second term is the error in the estimation
of the hidden parameter Sm,∗ in each task m. Additionally, the factor exp

(
cL4

x

k1k2S2
rω

2

)
captures the

error in estimating latent features in second stage. The third term consist of the probability of error
in identifying the pair of best arms in each task. Again, the factor exp

(
cL4

x

(k1+k2)rS2
rω

2

)
captures the

error in estimating latent features in third stage. Finally, note that the log log(1 + n/3λ) term in the
third factor is much smaller that − nm

32H2, bilin
and so can be effectively ignored.

Note that our key technical challenge in the fixed budget MTRL bilinear setting lies in carefully
constructing the high confidence bounds that is exponentially decaying with budget n. In the
stage 1 using Lemma A.22 we have to again modify Lemma C.3 of (Du et al., 2023) for the
bilinear setting so that we get the exponentially decaying bound. This leads to a new estimation
of the feature extractors B1, B2 in Lemma A.24, Lemma A.25, and then for a sufficiently large
Mn > ⌈ (d1d2)

2(k1k2)
2c′(ρE)2 log2(2d1d2)
ω2S2

r∆
2 ⌉ we have a non-vacuous solution to the E-optimal design in

stage 2 (see Lemma A.26). Then we ensure in Lemma A.27 that the latent feature estimation is low
and in Lemma A.28 we ensure that the estimation error with the latent feature is low in stage 2. This
requires a different analysis than similar art in Du et al. (2023); Yang et al. (2020; 2022) as they only
study fixed confidence or regret minimization setting. In the second stage our technical novelty lies in
controlling the probability of error for the noisy latent features in low dimensional multi-task linear
bandits. This is shown in Lemma A.14, Lemma A.16, and Lemma A.17.
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In the second stage we also have to estimate the latent parameter Sm,∗ for each task m, and incorporate
the noisy latent features into this. This requires a different approach than prior bilinear bandit proofs
in Jun et al. (2019); Lu et al. (2021). We show this in Lemma A.31. Again we ensure for the
third stage that the latent feature estimation is low (after rotation of arms) in Lemma A.37 and in
Lemma A.38 we ensure that the estimation error with the latent feature is low in stage 3. Note that
this approach differs from the existing art of fixed budget linear bandit settings (Katz-Samuels et al.,
2020; Yang & Tan, 2021; Azizi et al., 2022) and significantly different than the fixed confidence
linear bandit proofs proofs in (Soare et al., 2014; Mason et al., 2021; Degenne & Koolen, 2019).

A.5 Additional Experimental Details

MTRL linear bandit setting: This experiment consists of a set of M ∈ {5, 10, 15, 20, 30, 40} tasks.
We first fix the total number of tasks M from {5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 40}. Then in each of these tasks
for this particular setting (for a particular M ) the arm set X is selected from a unit ball in R8, and
∥x∥ ≤ 1 for all x ∈ X . So the dimension is d = 8. Then we choose a random common feature
extractor B ∈ R8×2. So k = 2. Then we choose a wm ∈ Rk for m = 1, 2, . . . ,M . This gives
us the θ∗,m for each task m ∈ [M ]. We set n = 5000. We compare against OD-LinBAI (Yang &
Tan, 2021) which was shown to be minimax optimal and performs better than PEACE in (Fiez et al.,
2019). The OD-LinBAI treats the setting for each M ∈ {5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 40} as a d dimensional
linear bandit and suffers a probability of error that scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2)/d log2 d).

MTRL bilinear bandit setting: This experiment consists of a set of M ∈ {30, 60, 90, 120, 150}
tasks. Then in each of these tasks for this particular setting (for a particular M ) the left arm set
X and the right arm set Z are selected from a unit ball in R8. Note that we ensure ∥x∥ ≤ 1
and ∥z∥ ≤ 1 for all x ∈ X and z ∈ Z . So the dimension is d1 = d2 = 8. Then we choose
random common feature extractors B1 ∈ R8×2, B2 ∈ R8×2. So k1 = k2 = 2. Then we choose
a Sm,∗ ∈ Rk1×k2 for m = 1, 2, . . . ,M . This gives us the Θ∗,m for each task m ∈ [M ]. We
set n = 8000. Again we compare against OD-LinBAI (Yang & Tan, 2021) as there are no fixed
budget alternatives for the bilinear bandit setting. The OD-LinBAI treats the setting for each
{20, 30, 40, 60, 80, 100} as a d1d2 dimensional linear bandit and suffers a probability of error that
scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2/d1d2 log2 d1d2)).

MTRL linear Nectar setting: This is a real-world semi-synthetic experiment on the Nectar dataset
(Zhu et al., 2023). This dataset consists of 100K prompts, where each prompt consists of 7 answers
by Large Language models which are then ranked by humans. We select 20 prompts randomly from
this dataset and obtain a 768 dimensional embedding using Instructor model (Su et al., 2022) which
we denote as q ∈ R768. Then we project this vector to R6 using a projection matrix. For each
prompt, we also obtain a 768 dimensional embedding for each of the 7 answers and we denote this as
a ∈ R768. Then again we project this vector to R6 using a projection matrix. Finally, we obtain an
arm x = vec(qa⊤) ∈ R36 and d = 36. So these 140 arms constitute the X . Next, we fit the model
θ∗ based on the original ranking in the dataset to these arms. Then for each task m ∈ [M ] we perturb
the θ∗ + ϵ with an ϵ ∼ N (0, 0.05 ∗ Id) to obtain θm,∗.

Then in this experiment, we consider a set of M ∈ {20, 30, 40, 60, 80, 100} tasks. We again first fix
the total number of tasks M from M ∈ {20, 30, 40, 60, 80, 100}. Then in each of these tasks for this
particular setting (for a particular M ) the arm set X is selected as above. Then we choose a random
common feature extractor B ∈ R8×2. So k = 2. Then we choose a wm ∈ Rk for m = 1, 2, . . . ,M
such that wm = B−1θm,∗. We set n = 5000. Again we compare against OD-LinBAI. The OD-
LinBAI treats the setting for each M ∈ {20, 30, 40, 60, 80, 100} as a d dimensional linear bandit and
suffers a probability of error that scales as Õ(M exp(−n∆2)/d log2 d).

B Table of Notations
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Notations Definition
M Number of tasks
X Left arm set
Z Right arm set
θm,∗ Hidden parameter for linear bandit in ambient di-

mension
wm Hidden low dimensional parameter for linear ban-

dit
ℓ Phase number
Θm,∗ Hidden parameter matrix for bilinear bandits in

ambient dimension
Sm,∗ Hidden low dimensional parameter matrix for bi-

linear bandits
bE
x E-optimal design

bG
m,ℓ G-optimal design at the ℓ-th phase for the m-th task

λ⊥
m n/24(k1 + k2)r log(1 +

n
3λ )

B1 Left feature extractor
B2 Right feature extractor
Sr r-th largest singular value of Θ∗
∆ = minm mini∈X ∆m,i Linear bandit minimum gap
H1,lin = minm∈[M ]

∑k
i=1

1
∆2

m,i
Linear bandit hardness parameter

H2, lin = maxm∈[M ] max2≤i≤k
i

∆2
m,i

. Linear bandit hardness parameter

∆ = minm mini∈X ,Z ∆m,i Bilinear bandit minimum gap
H2, bilin = maxm∈[M ] max2≤i≤(k1+k2)r

i
∆2

m,i
. Bilinear bandit hardness parameter

n Total budget

Table 1: Table of Notations


